FATHER’S DAY
Text: Mark 5:22–24, 35-42
Resources:


Copies of the circle with pictures and the circle with a fifth cut out



Split pin



A4 cardboard



A4 paper to fold the shirts



Colouring pencils and other decorations

Welcome
Sing “Father Abraham” with all the movements.
Chat festival: Make groups of two, and let the children stand back-to-back. When the presenter gives a signal (such as blowing
a whistle), let the children turn around and look at each other, and talk at the same time, non-stop, for 30 seconds, until the
presenter gives the signal again, when the children then stand back-to-back again, in silence.

Worship
Sing: “Jesus, You’re my Superhero”
“Alive, alive”
“Jesus loves me”
Calm down ritual: Let everyone stand where they are. The facilitator then explains to the children that he/she will say something, and if it is true about the children, they can then sit down, right where they are. If they have already sat down, and the
facilitator says something else that is true about them again, they can just nod once. Use various statements such as:
 I have blue eyes
 I have long hair
 I am wearing a green shirt
 I like vegetables
 I love Jesus (End with this or similar statement to bring this ritual to an end with Jesus.)
Let everyone sit where they are and sing, “Jesus loves me”, or play a similar song that the children can just listen to.

Word
Today is Father’s day! There are many kinds of fathers and dads in the world, and there are also children who grow up without
a dad or father. There are also men who want to be a dad, but don’t (or can’t) have children. Everyone is different.
One day, long ago, there was a dad who was very sad about his daughter who was so sick she was dying. He went to Jesus to
hear if He could do anything. This father’s name was Jairus. Let’s listen to his story!

(Use a circle that has been divided up into 5 parts to tell this story. Each part of the circle tells a different part of the story.
Put a circle with a fifth cut out over the full circle with a split pin and turn it to tell each part of the story.)
Part 1 – Jairus tells Jesus about his daughter.
(You can read Mark 5:22–24 directly from the Bible, or from below, where the Bible passages are in italics.)

“Then one of the synagogue leaders, named Jairus, came, and when he saw Jesus, he fell at his feet. He pleaded earnestly with
him, ‘My little daughter is dying. Please come and put your hands on her so that she will be healed and live.’
(Refer to the image in the circle/wheel.)
Part 2 – Jesus and Jairus get stuck in the crowd.
When Jesus and Jairus tried to get to the house where the girl was, they couldn’t! Verse 24 says: “Many people followed and
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pushed around Jesus.” (Refer to the image in the circle/wheel.)
They really wanted to get to Jairus’s daughter, but they couldn’t! Too many people crowded around Jesus to try to get to Him
and be healed by Him! It took Jesus so long to get away that... (Turn the circle/wheel to the next image.)
Part 3 – The daughter of Jairus dies.

“... people came from Jairus’s home, found them, and told them that the girl had died! “‘Your daughter is dead,’ they said.
‘Why bother the teacher anymore?’ Overhearing what they said, Jesus told him, ‘Don’t be afraid; just believe.’” (Refer to the
image in the circle/wheel.)
Part 4 – It seems as if Jesus is too late.

“No-one believed Jesus, but instead they laughed at him. Then, Jesus took the child’s father and mother and the disciples who
were with him, and went in where the child was.”
Part 5 – The daughter of Jairus is raised from the dead.

“He took her by the hand and said to her, ‘Talitha koum!’ (which means ‘Little girl, I say to you, get up!’). Immediately the girl
stood up and began to walk around (she was twelve years old). At this they were completely astonished.” (Refer to the image
in the circle/wheel.)
Yes! Jesus saw how much Jairus loved his daughter, and he helped them, by raising the girl from the dead! Jairus was a good
father, who loved his daughter and did everything he could for her. But, God is an even better Father and He loves us even
more!
The children now get a chance to think about the story:
I wonder what part of the story you liked the most.
I wonder how the father felt when he and Jesus were on their way to his daughter.
I wonder how the daughter felt when she saw her parents and Jesus standing next to her.
I wonder how I can say thank you to Jesus for how much he loves me.

Working and playing time


Father’s day card with a tie: Cut A4 cardboards into 4 long cards and fold each. (See the sketch to the right of the template.) Use the template to cut ties from multi-coloured or colours contrasting with the background. Stick the tie to the
front of the card with the top of the tie next to the fold. Let the children colour or decorate the card and write something
inside.



Card in the shape of a shirt: Fold a square paper in half in the length and in the width to make creases, and unfold. Fold the
left and right edges of the sheet towards the central crease. Fold the bottom corners to the outsides up to the centre horizontal crease. Fold the top corners partly to the outsides (see 3). Fold the bottom half over to the back. The largest folded
parts form the sleeves of the shirt (see 4 and 5). Now fold smaller pieces of the top corners to the back to shape the
sleeves (see 5). Let the children write a message inside.

Close off with the blessing.
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