Nothing is impossible
Text: 2 Kings 6 (and 2-13) Elisha had many wonderful experiences. Read these stories as preparation so that you, as facilita-

tor, know them well before this session.
Supplies/Materials:


Big bowl or container of water



A cork, wooden spoon, small balls, stones, string or wool



More items which either sink easily or float easily



A small plastic axe or an axe cut out of foam to add to the sensory bottle



A poster: “What is a prophet?”



The activity where an axe can by moved up and down through slots in the cardboard



Pictures of various miracles with text references



A picture of a hammer for every child



Scissors, glue, pencils and crayons



Aluminium foil



Cardboard or poster board

Welcome
Challenge 1: How long can you keep a cork under water with a wooden spoon? Use a deep glass or see-through plastic bowl if
possible. Give everyone a chance who wants to have a go, according to how much time you have available.
Challenge 2: Divide the children into groups. Each group must have a container with water and either stones or balls. Give half
the groups the challenge to think up a way to get a small floating ball to sink. Give the other half of the groups the challenge to
find a plan to make a stone float. (No-one may touch the final product in order to make it float or sink; it has to do it on its

own.) Provide string/wool, polystyrene plates, and other various types of material that the children can experiment with.

Worship
Theme song: The children sit with eyes closed and sing “Trust in the Lord”.
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XPZJtZzQBB0).
Settle down ritual: Pass the sensory bottle around while the children say Psalms 23:1-3: “The Lord is my Shepherd, I lack nothing. He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he refreshes my soul. He guides me along the
right paths for his name’s sake.”

Word
Last term we learned about a few “strange” women in the Bible. Our theme for this term is Playful Prophets.
What is a prophet? (Show the picture and description of a prophet.) A prophet is someone who lives closely with God and listens to God. God gives these people, prophets, special messages which they then tell to God’s children, such as the Israelites,
or even us! Sometimes the message was strict or angry, where God wanted to tell his children to stop doing wrong things. Other times, the message was to comfort them and to tell them things will get better in the future. These messages gave them
hope. God spoke to these prophets in different ways. Sometimes they heard God speak in a voice, other times they had dreams
or saw visions, which are like dreams, but when you’re awake. Other people couldn’t always hear these voices or see the visions, but only the prophet could.
Elisha was a prophet, who had a very interesting life. If he lived today, there would have been constant news reports about him.
“Have you heard what Elisha has done now?” ... is something we would hear of on Twitter a lot.
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Elisha means “God is my Saviour”. Imagine someone calls out, “God-is-my-Saviour, where are you? Come here!”
Elisha had many students, who were also prophets. One day, they came to him because their house had become too small. Together, they decided to build a new, bigger place to stay, and for that, they needed wood.
Then one of them said, “Won’t you please come with your servants?” “I will,” Elisha replied. And he went with them.
They went to the Jordan and began to cut down trees. (You could let the children stand and act as if they are chopping down

trees while singing, “This is the day”. Then they can sit and listen again.)
(Use the activity where the axe-head can be moved up and down through slots in the waves of the picture.) As one of them was
cutting down a tree, the iron axe-head fell into the water. (Pull down the axe head.) “Oh no,” he cried out. “I borrowed that axe
and I need to give it back!”
Elisha asked, “Where did it fall?” When his student showed him the place, Elisha took a stick and threw it there. (Place the

piece of wood on the water and bring the axe up again.)
Suddenly, the iron axe-head floated! “Lift it out,” Elisha said. Then his student reached out his hand and took it.
How crazy was that! That doesn’t make sense: an iron axe-head can’t float! I wonder what you would do if you could have seen
it float. Only God could do it. For God, nothing is impossible.
Elisha must have had lots of fun in his life, because this was not the first or only crazy thing that happened to him. There are a
lot of fun stories about Elisha.

Divide up the children, especially if they are older, into groups, giving each one a story to look up in the Bible. Give them images of the stories with text references. Each group then can tell the others what happened in their story.
OR
If the children are younger or can’t read well, the leader or facilitator can hold up the pictures and the children can guess what
happened. Then, explain each one.
1. Elisha saw a chariot of fire that came to take Elijah to heaven. 2 Kings 2:11
2. A widow that only had a little bit of oil, gathered a lot of containers, and filled them with her little bit of oil. The oil did not
run dry before the famine ended. 2 Kings 4:1-7
3. One day, a pot of food that Elisha’s prophets (his students) made, was poisonous. Elisha said they just needed to add a
little bit of flour, and then, suddenly, the food was no longer poisoned! 2 Kings 4:38
4. One day, there were more than 100 people who did not have enough food. Elisha said they just needed to hand out the little
they had, and it became so much that everyone had enough. There was even some left over. 2 Kings 4:42
5. The commander of the king of Aram (Naaman) had to wash himself in the river Jordan to heal from leprosy. 5:14
6. Angels among us. 2 Kings 6:15-17
Elisha worked for God with his whole heart and with all his strength, every single day. God made great things happen through
him. You and I might not do or see the same miracles, but God uses us every day to bring a little love into a loveless world.
Maybe it could just be because you have faith and hope when everyone around you has none. Maybe it could just be because
you think up a plan or solution when someone else needs one. Maybe it is just your smile that makes a difference. We can help
in many ways.
The children now get a chance to think about the story:
1. I wonder which one of Elisha’s stories you would have liked to see.
2. I wonder what you have already seen in your own life that helped you see how great God is.
3. I wonder what you will do for the rest of the day or week to show God’s love to other people.

Working and playing time
 Axe picture to colour in and cut out. Matthew 19:26 is written on it. (Paste it on cardboard or poster board to make it stur-

dier, if need be.) Each child can make 2 axes, one for themselves, and one for someone else who needs encouragement or
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help.
 The children get a chance to let the axe sink and float using the activity which was used during the presentation.
 Colouring-in pictures.
Benediction:
Close the session with the blessing: Let the children sit or stand in a circle. Let them stand with their arms stretched out to
the sides, with the palms of their hands facing upwards. The palm of each person’s right hand is on top of the left hand of the
person to their right. Let them practice to forward a blessing: Any person can start by moving their right hand over and lightly
tapping the right hand of the person to their left. Move that hand back. Then the person to his left does the same movement
and lightly taps the right hand of the person to his left. Go around in the circle: in this manner the blessing is sent around. As
soon as everyone gets it right, continue with the movement while they say the blessing:
May the Lord go before you to show you the right path;
May the Lord be behind you to protect you;
May the Lord be beside you to comfort and embrace you;
May the Lord be below you to catch you when you fall;
May the Lord be above you to bless you;
May the Lord be in you to guide you with His Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Copy the pictures of the water, axe head and stick. Colour in everything and cut out the axe head
and stick. Use a craft knife to cut slots on the lines of the waves (only the parts in the middle). Attach
fishing line to the back of the axe head and weave it through the waves. Follow the instructions in
the story.

2 Kings 2:11

2 Kings 4:1-7

2 Kings 4:38

2 Kings 4:42

2 Kings 5:14

2 Kings 6:15-17

