Jesus as a Child
Text: Matthew 2, Luke 1,2, Matthew 13:55-56
Supplies:


Cardboard with the following place names: “Bethlehem”, “Egypt”, “Nazareth” and
“Jerusalem”



Copy of the map with the 4 places Jesus lived as a child



Colouring pictures for the timeline



Copies of the work sheets and pictures to cut out and paste onto the work sheets



Christmas board game (download from http://www.livingwaterbiblegames.com/christmas-board
-game.html)

Welcome
Treasure hunt: (This game works better with a large group. It requires preparation and materials.) Hide four Biblical place names in the room/space beforehand: “Bethlehem”, “Egypt”,
“Nazareth”, and “Jerusalem”. If there are many groups, or a large number of children, you
can divide the children into larger groups, or hide more copies of these names. Once all
the names have been found, show a map of the region so that everyone knows where
each place is.
Play Tag: Divide the children into 5 groups. Each group gets a name (but don’t explain the
names yet): James, Joseph, Simon, Jude, and Sisters. Each time you call out one of these
names, the group is “tagged” and must try to catch the members of the other groups until
the next name is called and the next group is “tagged”, who then need to catch the other
children again.
Every time someone is caught by a person who is in the “tagged” group, they must freeze
where they are until someone who is not “tagged” touches them on the shoulder.
Christmas board game (for smaller groups): The game in “Work” can also be used as a welcoming game.

Worship
Sing: “Away in a manger”
Any other Christmas songs
Afterwards, light a candle and ask everyone to settle down while looking at the candle.
Then, pray these words, “Thank you, Lord Jesus, that You are here with me.”

Word
We will hear the story of a very special “Crazy Kid” today. He lived in a few places as a
child. (Refer to the places on the map from Game 1.) He was very special and the most important child who was ever born on earth. Can anyone guess who this is? Yes, Jesus! Let us
listen and remember Jesus’ story together.
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This part can be completed in small groups, and then be brought home in the large group.
The images can be pasted in the open spaces in each story. Read and then discuss each
story again afterwards.
Jesus as a Child
Bethlehem – Jesus’ Birth (Matt 2, Luke 1& 2)
An angel told Mary that she would have a son, who would be the Son of God and would
have the name Jesus (which means “God Saves”). She and her fiancé, Joseph, were in
Bethlehem when the baby Jesus was born in a stable. Shepherds who were watching over
their sheep nearby, and star-gazers from the East all came at different times to visit Jesus.
They were so glad that they could have met the King and Saviour Jesus.
Egypt – Joseph, Mary and Jesus flee! (Matt 2)
King Herod was governor of Judea at the time and he was very upset and angry that there
was a baby who could perhaps be king in his place one day. He wanted to kill Jesus, but
an angel warned Joseph about this, so he and Mary took the baby Jesus, and fled to Egypt
on a donkey where they stayed until the angel told them that it was safe to return home
again.
Jesus lives with his family in Nazareth (Matt 2, Matt 13:55-56)
When they all returned from Egypt to Israel, they lived in Nazareth. Mary’s husband, Joseph,
who raised Jesus as his earthly father, was a carpenter which meant he worked with his
hands building furniture. Jesus probably learnt a lot from Joseph and helped him, even perhaps taking over the business for a while. Jesus even had other brothers and sisters. We only
know of the names of 4 of his brothers: James, Joseph, Simon, and Jude.
Jesus in Jerusalem (Luke 2)
Jesus’ parents, Mary and Joseph, went to Jerusalem every year for the Passover. One year,
when Jesus was 12 years old, he went missing and his parents could not find him amongst
all the people who were travelling home together. Eventually, after around 3 days, they
found Jesus in the temple where he was sitting with some men who were very clever and
knew the Old Testament very well. He was listening to them and also speaking with them.
They were very impressed with Jesus and surprised by His knowledge and his answers. Jesus’
mother Mary remembered all that happened to Jesus as a child and thought about it often.
“Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man.” (Luke 2: 52)
The children now get a chance to reflect on the story:
1. I wonder what part of Jesus’ story as a child you like the most: his birth in Bethlehem, his
flight to Egypt, living with his family in Nazareth, or his visit to the temple in Jerusalem.
2. I wonder why Jesus was born as a human child.
3. I wonder how it makes you feel to think that Jesus was a child just like you.
4. I wonder if Jesus was much different to us ordinary children.
5. I wonder what you might want to ask Jesus now.
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Working and playing time


Make a washing line “timeline” of Jesus as a child. Everyone could get one image to
colour in, and then put the images up in order.



These stories can also be acted out in a sand box.



Find items that do not belong in the picture.

Christmas board game
Close with the prayer of blessing.
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Find 7 items which do not fit into this picture of Jesus as a Child:
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