Peter’s Speech
The pouring out of the Spirit. The start of the Church that has no end.
Scripture: Acts 2: 1 – 16, 22-24, 36
Supplies:
 Broom puppet for Peter, the storyteller
 Get someone to practice the words “good day” and “goodbye” in a foreign language for the welcoming activity to teach the children.
 World map
 Lock, key and box
 Copies of the activity page of your choice
 Pencil, map pin for each child (windmill activity)
 Pencils, crayons
 Scissors
 Sellotape/stapler
 Clean sheet of paper, straw for each child
 Red, yellow, orange paint/food colouring

Welcome
❖ See if you can find someone who can speak another language that most of the other children
can’t understand. Ask this person to greet everyone in that language. Ask the children if they understood what the person was saying. Let the person teach the children one or two more sentences or phrases. Ask the children if the language sounds different and if so, how is it different?
Bring a world map along. Point to different countries and talk about the languages that they speak
there. Ask the children how many languages they can speak and how important it is to understand more than one language. What would happen if you went to another country and didn’t understand their language?
❖ Bring a lock and its key along and other keys. Hide the keys beforehand. Put the scripture inside
something like a box and lock it away or tie it shut. We need the key to unlock the box to get the
session for the day. Start by asking the children to open the lock. Show the children that you also
can’t do it. Ask them why it’s so difficult. (It’s too big and too difficult). What do we need? (The key
is the answer.) Sometimes we have difficult things to do and then we need something to make it
easier for us. Let the children look for the keys and find the right one for the lock. Close by saying: “Every big challenge needs the right help. We get help for our big challenges from somewhere. We and a few people in the Bible found a very valuable solution.”

Worship
Sing the theme song and do the settle down ritual as in session 9.
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Word
Peter (broomstick puppet) comes walking in. The facilitator introduces him and gives him a chance
to speak.
Peter: “It was 10 days after Jesus ascended to Heaven. There were many people in Jerusalem because they wanted to come together to celebrate Pentecost. The people always brought presents to
this festival to show God how grateful they were for everything He did for them.” (Lev 23:15-21)
Let’s read the next scripture together. Then you’ll also know where my story is written.
Acts 2:1-4
“When Pentecost Day arrived, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound from heaven like the howling of a fierce
wind filled the entire house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be individual flames of fire alighting on each
one of them. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages as the Spirit enabled them to

speak.”
Friends, let’s see if you’re still awake:
What did the people hear?
What happened with us and why do you think it happened?
God kept his promise of sending someone to help us with our biggest challenge.
Can you remember what the disciples’ and my mission was? (It was to go out and tell the world of
God’ Word and to spread it so that more people can believe in Him.)
We were quite worried because we couldn’t speak their language and they wouldn’t have understood us.
But wait, let’s carry on with the story.
The Jewish people who came from different countries all spoke different languages. Suddenly we
could understand them and could give them important news in their own language!
Acts 2:6-11: “When they heard this sound, a crowd gathered. They were mystified because everyone heard them speaking in
their native languages. They were surprised and amazed, saying: "Look, aren’t all the people who are speaking our language,
every one of them? How then can each one of us hear them speaking in our native language? Parthians, Medes, and Elamites;
as well as residents of Mesopotamia, Judea, and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the regions of
Libya bordering Cyrene; and visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism), Cretans and Arabs — we hear them
declaring the mighty works of God in our own languages!"
Imagine you are in a strange country. You don’t understand a word anyone else is saying and suddenly someone turns to you and starts speaking in your language! Wow! That must be such a relief!
But it wasn’t that easy! People were confused. They had no idea what was going on. Some of them
started laughing and said the disciples were drunk.
I realized that I had to do something immediately. I stood up with the other disciples and started
speaking to people. I explained to them that God had filled us with his Spirit exactly as He had
promised! It happened during the Festival of Thankfulness, Pentecost!
With the help of the Holy Spirit that was now in me I could share the words of Joel (Acts 2:28,29)
with the people!
Let’s read it together:
Acts 2:17-21, 17: In the last days God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy. Your

young will see visions. Your elders will dream dreams. Even upon my servants, men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in
those days and they will prophesy. I will cause wonders to occur in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood and
fire and a cloud of smoke. The sun will be changed into darkness and the moon will be changed into blood before the great and
spectacular day of the Lord comes. Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
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That day was the day the Church began, because the Church isn’t a building but rather the people
who believe in God. From that day on, many years ago, everyone who believed in God realized that
the Holy Spirit lived in them also. (Laugh a little bit.) Sorry, but I just have to say, I don’t see little
flames over people’s heads and we don’t hear the strong wind blowing when people believe. You
know what? We can feel the Holy Spirit and that is amazing.
Other names for the Holy Spirit are Counsellor, Teacher, or Comforter. Why do you think we can
use these names?
Yes! Because the Holy Spirit helps you to know that God cares about you and He helps you to discern between right and wrong. Like when you want to steal an extra cookie. Hahahaha! Then it feels
like something is telling you: “No, don’t…” It’s such a funny feeling deep inside you. When we read
God’s word and speak to God when we pray, the Holy Spirit helps us to remember all those messages from God and how to use them at the right time.
Remember: Each one of us is a disciple of God. Use your own language to tell other people about
God.
Let’s all say the following verse together:
John 14:26: “The Companion, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything and will remind
you of everything I told you.”
The children now get a chance to reflect on the story
1. I wonder what was your favourite part of the story.
2. I wonder what you would like to ask Peter.
3. I wonder how it would feel if you were amongst the people.
4. I wonder how the session makes you think differently about the Holy Spirit.

Working and playing time
 Make a windmill. Let the children blow it to remind them of the wind. The Holy Spirit also feels like
the wind but cannot be seen.
 Let he children connect the numbers to see what the symbol for the Holy Spirit is.
 Let’s make crowns to show we are also disciples and we have the Holy Spirit in us to help us.
 Colour the picture or fill it in with pieces of paper to make it look like stained-glass windows.
 Blow on paint (maybe with straws) to illustrate wind and the flame.
 For older children: You are a journalist who saw what happened. We’ll give you the photos and
you need to give their descriptions.
Close with the benediction as in the previous sessions.
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Cut both strips
and connect them
to fit around
the child's head.

Give each child a straw and drops of paint: red,
yellow and orange. The child blows the paint to
remind him/her of the Holy Spirit. The Holy
Spirit is like the wind: we can’t see it, but we
feel it. The sign of the Holy Spirit is a flame like
the ones that appeared above the first
apostles.
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Connect the numbers to see one of the
Symbols for the Holy Spirit.

