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Session 1
Job

Children hear the story of Job
Scripture: Job 1, 2 and 42
Supplies:
• Black dustbin bags
• Clothing for the 3 characters: (This must be practised before the session to work well)
Job: torn clothing and baby powder in his hair
Friend of Job’s wife: dressed like a fancy Biblical woman
Bible writer: Bible character clothing
• Scroll: rolled up piece of A3/A4 paper (story can be copied on it)
• Colouring picture of Job
• Colour paper
• Copies of adult handprint on A4
• Paint
• Pieces of broken tiles or porcelain
• Glue and permanent marker/s

Welcome
Torn: Divide into groups. Dress 1 child from each group in a black dustbin bag. Cut a hole in the bag for the child’s
head. The rest of the group have to tear the bag into pieces within 45 seconds.

Worship
Settle down ritual: Let the children close their eyes. Ask them to just look/focus on the light and dark patterns
inside their eyelids. After 10 seconds, say in a calm voice: “God’s light is always shining in the light and dark parts
of your life. Ask the Lord to show the dark things in your life to you and help you to take it away.” Wait a few
more seconds and then say: “Amen.”

Word
Three characters tell Job’s story: A friend of Job’s wife, Job, and then the Bible writer who gives the story some
perspective.
The friend of Job’s wife:
“Let me tell you. You will not believe what happened! I just knew it was too good to be true. The happiness of
Job and his family was in vain, so-called good people. I thought Mrs. Job was my friend.
They were rich, very rich. They didn’t know the ends of their treasures. Seven thousand sheep, three thousand
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camels, five hundred oxen, five hundred donkeys and who knows how many slaves. She probably never worked.
The children were invited to every party. Job made sacrifices just in case his children did something wrong. But
I knew things couldn’t stay this way forever, and I was right. He lost everything: his children, animals, slaves and
then he fell very ill. I refuse to set foot in that house. What if I get infected? Mrs. Job always told me how
happily married they were, but now she feels angry and disheartened and Job is sitting on the rubbish dump. Let
that be a lesson to you! You never know with people. You think they are good people but then you realize they
were probably hiding their trickery all along. I am not hiding anything; I say it as it is, I am just honest.”

(Stand aside)
Job:
“Oh dear.... How long still?! It does not make sense. I can’t even eat because of the pain. I can’t stop groaning.
Everything I was afraid of happened to me. I don’t know what this all means. Everyone says it is punishment
because I did something wrong. I know I didn’t do anything wrong. After my children died, some of my cattle
were stolen and whatever was still left got struck by lightning. All my workers, my poor workers were killed by
the Chaldeans (Job cries).
My friends were so good to me; they came to sit with me when I fell ill. They sat here for a week and wept with
me. It was better when they just sat with me, but now it is terrible because now they are preaching to me. They
say I am lying when I say I did nothing wrong. My wife, my dear wife with whom I was so happy, now says I need
to curse God. But how can I? He is the Almighty. Just look at all the wonders He has done. How can I not love
Him? He is so fantastic! My times with God were the best times in my life. Everybody mocks me; youngsters, old
people, strangers and crooks. How can this be? If only God wants to talk to me so that I can understand.”

(Job cries).
The Bible writer (scroll in his hand, opens up the scroll and pretends to read)
It is so sad that people don’t understand what happened to Job. Everybody thought they knew what happened,
but that is not true. Only God knew. This is what happened: One day the devil stood before God and said: ‘I
have been all across the world!’ God said: ‘Then you would’ve seen Job. He is the best man on earth. He is
genuine and he believes in Me.’ Satan answered: ‘Yes! Just because You made him rich. You help him with all
he does. I know that if he suffers, he will stop believing. He will curse You in Your face!’ God said: ‘No! Not Job,
he will stay committed, even if I give him to you, you will not be able to stop him from loving me.’
Satan brought all these disasters over Job, first his children, then animals and workers. But Job never stopped
believing.
Satan saw that he was going to lose this battle. Job was too committed. He then got permission to make Job
very ill. Poor Job, it was very difficult. His friends and wife did not understand that he was a good man. His
friends judged him and his wife told him to curse God. Everywhere people spoke badly of Job. He was alone.
Nobody cared for him anymore.
Satan realised that he was still losing. There was no way that he could get Job to curse God. God started to
talk to Job. He helped Job to see that He was still big, mighty and loving. Just to hear God’s voice was
wonderful to Job. Job understood that he was only human; small, weak and sinful while God was so big and
powerful that he made the stars, planets, sea, mountains, horses and birds. Job felt close to God again and that
gave him strength to keep on going. God healed Job and blessed him with 7 sons and 3 beautiful daughters. Job
had twice as many animals as before. Job knew how big God was and he treated everyone with respect,
especially his daughters. In those days, people left their inheritance to their sons only, but Job left his to all his
children equally, both sons and daughters. God was right, Job was genuine. Job didn’t just believe in God
because God helped him. He was really a friend of God. He loved God for who God was.
Children reflect on the story:
1. I wonder if you have ever been very ill before.
2. I wonder how it feels when something gets taken away from you.
3. I wonder what you do if someone you love goes away.
4. I wonder if you know that God loves you and wants to be good to you.
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Working and Playing
•
•

•

•

“Mosaics”: Use torn pieces of paper to “colour” the picture of Job by sticking pieces of paper on instead
of just colouring the picture. (It reminds us of the broken pottery pieces.)
Handprints: An adult’s handprint on an A4 paper with the words: “My hand is safe in God’s hand” in the
space where the child’s print would be. Put the children’s hands in paint and press their hand on their
paper.
Give older children a piece of broken tile or porcelain. Let them think about something
in their life that hurts them. They can even write it on one side of the tile with a
permanent marker. Then stick or write John 10:28 on it: “No one will snatch them out
of my hand.”
Colouring picture

Closing prayer to end the session

“God chooses you to help people who are suffering, no matter who you are. Go, don’t be afraid. The
Lord is with you.”
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Session 2
Elijah

Children hear the story of Elijah
Scripture: 1 Kings 17
Supplies:
• 1 big bowl and 2 small bowls
• Bread cut into pieces as big as dice and placed in the big bowl
• Rope to put up as a washing line
• 8 paper plates folded in half. You will hang them over the “washing line”. On the front of the plates you
will stick the next items and on the inside will be the story.
1. Picture of a crown
2. Envelope with these words: The Lord sends a special messenger to King Ahab. It was a prophet by
the name of Elijah. Prophet means – special messenger of God.
3. Nothing on the front, but a bag filled with sand and clue to hide
4. Picture of a black crow
5. Picture of a house
6. Picture of a jug
7. Red hospital cross
8. The word WOW
• Numbers 1 to 3 each on a piece of paper, cut out to hang on the “washing line”
• 3 pegs to hang up the numbers
• Copy of “Elijah’s hiding place” – crossword puzzle
• Paper plates for activity
• Decoration and feathers

Welcome
Relay race: Divide children into 2 lines. One team is the “pied crows” and the other team the “black crows”. Put
the big bowl with bread on the other side of the room. Give the second child in each line a small empty bowl. Once
the leader gives the signal, the first player of each team runs to the big bowl, takes one piece of bread and runs
back to their team, puts the bread into the small bowl and runs to the back of the line. The second child passes
the small bowl to the next child and runs to get another piece of bread. Repeat for 3 minutes. When the leader
gives the signal again, the groups sit down. The team with the most bread wins the game.

Worship
Settle down ritual: Let the children close their eyes. Ask them to just look/focus on the light and dark patterns
inside their eyelids. After 10 seconds, say in a calm voice: “God’s light is always shining in the light and dark parts
of your life. Ask the Lord to show the dark things in your life to you and help you to take it away.” Wait a few
more seconds and then say: “Amen.”
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Word
Put up the washing line and add all 8 paper plates, facing the children.
Paper plate 1: Front – Crown
Inside – After Solomon, Ahab became king of Israel. He was a bad king and sinned more than any other king
before him.
Paper plate 2: Front - Envelope with these words: The Lord sent a special messenger to King Ahab. It was a
prophet by the name of Elijah. Prophet means – special messenger of God.
Inside – A message that God sent to Ahab (take it out and read it to the children)
The Lord said: ‘It will definitely not rain or dew for a few years. The drought will only come to an end when the
Lord decides it. Then Elijah will come to you and tell you that the drought has come to an end.’
Paper plate 3: Front – Nothing on the front
Inside – A clue that tells the children where you hid a small bag. Children must now find the bag. There must be
sand in the bag and a message. Don’t make the bag too heavy. Once the children find it, send it around for them
to feel the inside, some may even feel the piece of paper.
Now take out the message and read it: The water in the rivers dried up and the land looked like a desert. God
knew the king was angry with Elijah so God told Elijah where to go and hide. Nobody knew where Elijah hid away.
Paper plate 4: Front – Black crow
Inside – God cared for Elijah in a special way. There was a stream of water to drink from and crows brought meat
and bread every morning and night for him to eat.
Paper plate 5: Front – House
Inside – At some point it became so dry that the stream of water dried up and Elijah had no more drinking water.
God sent him to a town called Zarephath. There he saw a woman gathering wood and he asked her for something
to drink and a piece of bread to eat.
Paper plate 6: Front – Nothing on the front
Inside – A jug with the following words: She explained to him that she only had enough flour and oil left to bake
one more bread for her and her son. After that, they would starve of hunger. Elijah told her that she didn’t have
to worry, God would provide and the jug would not run empty. The Lord would provide until it rained again. She
believed Elijah and baked a bread. After that, the woman and son always had enough to eat – the flour and oil did
not run out. The Lord provided just as He had promised through Elijah.
Paper plate 7: Front – Red hospital cross
Inside – The woman’s only son became ill and died, but God cared for them in a special way. Elijah prayed and
asked God not to bring disaster over this woman and her son because they helped him. God heard Elijah’s plea
and the son started breathing again and revived.
Paper plate 8: Front – The word “WOW”
Inside – The woman then told Elijah: “Now I know you are a man of God and that the Lord really speaks through
you!”

Now hang the numbers 1, 2 and 3 on the washing line with the pegs. Let the children count as you hang up the
numbers. Tell them that after 3 years... ONE, TWO, THREE... the Lord gave Elijah another assignment.
We are going to learn more about this assignment in our next session.
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Give each child an invitation to the next session and remind them to bring it along.
Children reflect on the story:
1. I wonder how it feels not to know where you will get food today.
2. I wonder what Elijah thought when the crows came with the food in their beaks.
3. I wonder how God cares for you today.
4. I wonder how you thank God.

Working and Playing
•
•

Use a paper plate to make a crow. Paste or write the words “God cares for me” inside.
Crossword puzzle: Elijah’s hiding place

Prayer time: Hand out biscuits or pieces of bread. Children have to hold it. Now give them a chance to pray and
thank God for His care. Once everyone is finished with their prayer, they can eat the bread/biscuit.
Closing prayer to end the session
“God chooses you to help people who are suffering, no matter who you are. Go, don’t be afraid. The Lord is with
you.”

Answers to the crossword puzzle
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Use the following Bible verses to help you with the answers: 1 Kings 16: 29 – 33; 17:1 – 6

5

6

4

3

1

2
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ACROSS:
1. Elijah drank _ _ _ _ _ from the ravine.
2. God protected Elijah against this king.
3. God sent this man to a safe place.
DOWN:
4. What kind of birds brought Elijah food?
5. What food did these birds bring Elijah?
6. To which ravine did God send Elijah?
7. What other kind of food did the birds bring Elijah?
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Session 3

Elijah and the prophets of Baal
Children learn that there is only one God, and nothing must be more important than Him

Scripture: 1 Kings 18: 16 - 46
Supplies:
• 24 candles
• 2 containers to let the candles stand in
• Matches
• Clay or stones
• Elijah video (available at: https://youtu.be/qmZnryPUC3Y?list=PLktlXDwXKqcZX-cW3hOZN3tI_NT4BViA)
• Copies of the “Elijah and the Baal prophets” activity

Welcome
Cut 24 candles in half and make them stand up straight in 2 containers or on a piece of wood with some nails.
Make sure the candles are secure. Call up one child and let them choose an opponent. They are going to compete
by lighting as many candles as possible with one match. Divide the rest of the group into two teams to cheer on
their teammate. To be fair, make sure beforehand that you light all the candles to see that they all burn.

Worship
Settle down ritual: Let the children close their eyes. Ask them to just look/focus on the light and dark patterns
in their eyelids. After 10 seconds, say in a calm voice: “God’s light is always shining in the light and dark parts
of your life. Ask the Lord to show the dark things in your life to you and help you to take it away.“ Wait 2
seconds and then say “Amen”.

Word
Last time we ended with the big drought that prevailed over Israel. After 3 years God gave Elijah the next
assignment, to go back to Israel and speak to Ahab again. On his way to the palace, he met Obadiah, the palace
caretaker, in the field. King Ahab and Obadiah were looking for Elijah. Elijah asked him to go and call Ahab. He
wanted to meet with him that same day. Obadiah was very scared because the king had been looking for Elijah for
three years now. What if Elijah disappeared again, what would the king say? Elijah promised that he would wait.
King Ahab was very upset with Elijah because he felt that the drought was all Elijah’s fault. Elijah explained that
it was not his fault, but the king and his people’s fault. Ahab and his people kept on doing things that God didn’t
approve of. Elijah was only God’s messenger.
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Elijah then told Ahab: “Tell all the Israelites that I want to meet them at Mount Carmel. The people who pray to
the god Baal and the people who work and pray to the goddess Asherah, they must all be there.” So Ahab
summoned all the Israelites and the prophets of Baal to meet at Mount Carmel.
I wonder what will happen there on the mountain.
Do you all remember that you received an invite to today’s session? (Let everyone stand in a line, one behind the
other. Let a leader stand in front.) You are now going to play “Follow the leader!” (The leader must lead them

through the whole hall, even better if there are steps; pretend you are all climbing Mount Carmel. Remember to
wipe the sweat from your foreheads every now and then.) The group can stop where they are going to watch the
video of Elijah (if you can’t show the video, the story can be role played with lots of action and if possible, props).
Watch the video: https://youtu.be/qmZnryPUC3Y?list=PLktlXDwXKqcZX-cW3hOZN3tI_NT-4BViA
When the video is finished, end the story with the last paragraph below starting with; “Elijah told Ahab...” If you
are going to do role play, here is the story:
God against Baal:
Elijah went up to the people and said: “How much longer will it take you to make up your minds? If the Lord is
God, worship him; but if Baal is God, worship him.” But the people didn’t say a word. “I am the only one here who
works for God. There, on the other side, are the people who work for the idols. Today we will see who the true
God is. Our competition will work like this: Bring two bulls. The prophets of Baal can pick one, slaughter and cut
him up. Then they must take their meat and place it where they want to sacrifice it to their idols. I will also make
an altar for my God and ask Him to light it for me. The one whose fire burns first, will have the real God.” The
Baal prophets got the first chance to prepare their meat and altar and then pray to their idols: ‘O Baal, please
light our fire!’ They prayed and danced the whole morning, but nothing happened.
By twelve the afternoon Elijah started mocking them: ‘You must call louder. Maybe your god is busy with something
else, that’s why he is not hearing you.’ The whole afternoon they shouted. They even cut themselves and bled
for the idols, all to get the attention of Baal and Asherah, but nothing happened. Then Elijah called the people;
they took 12 rocks and built a new altar. Then he dug a trench around it. He first packed the wood on top and
then the meat of the bull. But that wasn’t all; he asked them to pour 12 buckets of water over the altar three
times. It was so wet that the water filled the trench around the altar. Everyone was very sure that this altar would
never burn. By the evening Elijah started to pray: ‘Lord, you are the Lord of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, prove
now that You are the God of Israel and that I am your servant and have done all this at your command. Answer
me, Lord; answer me, so that these people will know that you, the Lord are God, and that you are bringing them
back to yourself.’ Fire came from God and burned everything, not just the meat and the wood, but the stones and
the ground below it. The water in the trench was also dried up by the fire, everything! When the people saw this,
they fell to their knees and said: ‘The Lord is God; the Lord alone is God!’ Elijah had all the prophets of Baal
killed, because they taught the Israelites wrong things. He knew that there was only one true God and that nothing
else should be more important than Him.
Elijah told Ahab: ‘Now, go and eat. I hear the roar of the rain approaching’. Shortly after, the sky was covered
with dark clouds, the wind came up, and heavy rain began to fall. The big drought that lasted so long was at an
end at last!
Children reflect on the story
1. I wonder what you do when someone dares you to do something.
2. I wonder what things in our lives are more important than God.
3. I wonder if the Israelites now know who the one and only God is, and if they will remember.
4. I wonder what you do if you hear someone misuse God’s name or curse his name.
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Working and Playing
•
•

Give the children clay or stones to build their own altars and role play the story.
Worksheet: complete the activity.

Prayer: Let the children name things that are sometimes more important to us than God. For example, why we
don’t come to church – I have to study for tomorrow’s test; I stayed up too late last night; I took part in a sport
match, etc. Are these things more important to us than God?
Ask everyone to close their eyes and ask God to forgive them for sometimes putting other things before Him.
OR
Give a few minutes of silence for everyone to pray their own prayer. Close with this prayer: “Lord, please help me
not to get disheartened when others are rude to me, bully me or mock me. I know I am very special to You. I also
pray for the bullies and people that mock others. May You help them to realize how wrong it is and help them to
stop. Help me never to be tempted to bully or mock anyone.”

Elijah and the prophets of Baal
Circle the letter under the word “TRUE” if the sentence is true.
Circle die letter under die word “FALSE” if the sentence is false.

Obadiah looked for food for the animals
(1 Kings 18:5)
Obadiah wanted to hurt Elijah
(1 Kings 18:7)
Elijah challenged the prophets of Baal to meet
him at Mount Carmel (1 Kings 18:19)
The competition was to see who could light a
fire first (1 Kings 18:24)
Elijah said the one who answers with rain, is
the true God (1 Kings 18:24)
The prophets of Baal prayed all day, but
nothing happened (1 Kings 18:29)
Elijah built an altar of wood (1 Kings 18:31-32)
Elijah told the prophets to put oil on his altar
(1 Kings 18:33-34)
P

God answered by sending fire (1 Kings 18:38)

Fill in the missing letters by using the letters you circled above
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Session 4

Elisha, Naaman and the girl
Children experience that they can tell adults about God

Scripture: 2 Kings 5; Isaiah 44:6
Supplies
• Role play this story in the sandbox or show the video: https://youtu.be/06PpFzTxm0?list=PLktlXDwXKqcZX-cW3hOZN3tI_NT-4BViA
• Copies of the colouring pictures
• Paper doll, slider-bookmark

Welcome
Play the game – “On the shore, in the water”: Divide the group into two teams, facing each other. In the middle
they have to pretend is a great body of water. You can use lines of tiles or carpet on the floor to resemble the
boundaries or use masking tape. Children start by standing “on the shore.” When you call out: “in the water!” the
children must hop into the water, when you call out: “on the shore” the children must jump backwards behind the
line again. The idea is to trick children to obey the wrong command. If you call “in the water” again when they are
already there and they jump in the wrong direction, they are out.

Worship
Settle down ritual: Let the children close their eyes. Ask them to just look/focus on the light and dark patterns
in their eyelids. After 10 seconds, in a calm voice say: “God’s light is always shining in the light and dark parts
of your life. Ask the Lord to show the dark things in your life to you and help you to take it away.” Wait 2
seconds and then say: “Amen.”

Word
Tell the story by using the sandbox.
Naaman was a very important man. He was the commander of the Syrian army and he was highly respected and
esteemed by the king. Many people knew him because he was a great soldier. In one of their raids against Israel,
the Syrians had carried off a little Israelite girl, who became a servant of Naaman’s wife. This little girl loved the
Lord. Naaman fell very ill with a dreaded skin-disease called leprosy (explain to the group what leprosy is). Everyone
was very upset that he fell ill with this disease, because they all knew that Naaman would no longer be able to live
with them because of this contagious disease. There was no medicine or cure for this disease. One day the girl
said to her mistress, Naaman’s wife, “I wish that my master could go to the prophet Elisha who lives in Samaria!
He would cure him of his disease.” The girl knew that God would help Elisha to heal Naaman. So Naaman set out
with gifts from his king for the king of Israel with a message to cure Naaman. The king of Israel got a big fright; he
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knew he could not heal Naaman. He was very scared that this was a trick just to cause trouble and a quarrel.
When the prophet Elisha heard what had happened, he sent word to the king: “Why are you upset? Send the man
to me, and I’ll show him that there is a prophet in Israel.” So Naaman went to Elisha’s house. Elisha sent a
servant out to tell him to go and wash himself seven times in the Jordan river, and he would be completely cured
of his disease. But Naaman left in a rage saying, “I thought that he would at least come out to me, pray to the
Lord his God, wave his hand and cure me! Besides, aren’t the rivers back in Damascus better than any river in
Israel?” His servants told him to listen to the prophet. So Naaman went down to the Jordan river, dipped himself
in it seven times, as Elisha had instructed, and he was completely cured. His flesh became firm and healthy like
that of a child. He returned to Elisha with all his men and said; “Now I know that there is no god but the God of
Israel, so please, sir, accept a gift from me.” Yes, you heard right - Naaman loved God!
Children reflect on the story:
1. I wonder how you would’ve felt if you were Naaman.
2. I wonder how Naaman felt when he was cured.
3. I wonder what you would have done if you were the little girl.
4. I wonder how you feel about God when you hear the story.

Working and Playing
•
•

Colouring picture
Paper doll activity

Closing prayer to end the session
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Cut out the strip of paper with the two pictures of Naaman. Now be very careful and cut on the dotted lines in
the big picture with a craft knife (in the water and just above the land). Thread the strip through the slots that
you made with the craft knife, as shown below. Pull the strip of paper up and down from behind as you tell the
story, where Naaman dipped himself seven times in the Jordan river. After the seventh time, pull the strip of paper
further so the “healthy” Naaman appears out of the water.
Start with the ill Naaman above the water. Pull the strip down
so that he is in the water en pull him up again.

Repeat another 6 times. After the seventh “submersion”
pull the strip up so that the healthy Naaman appears above the water.

13
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Session 5
The exile

Children learn about the exile
Scripture: 2 Kings 18:9-12, Jeremiah 52:1-14
Supplies
• Blocks like Jenga or boxes that can be stacked
• Map of the 2 kingdoms, Israel and Judah, and the places where their people were taken
• Copy the words of the “Shema” and John 10 on a poster or presentation
• Paper and crayons
• A puzzle of the map

Welcome
Musical chairs or “fruit salad”, but each time someone is out they have to go sit in a corner on a chair. After the
game has finished, ask the children how they felt about sitting in the corner. It’s not really fun, is it? Today we’re
going to learn about the stories of people who felt like that. Make sure the children understand that they are
precious and very special to God, and that they are safe in this group.
Another idea: Divide the group in two and give each group a leader. They must make up their own unique whistle
or sound. Let them play with a ball, but when they hear that special sound they need to leave everything as quickly
as possible and run to their leader before they can play again. Do this about 3 times.

Worship
Settle down ritual: Let the children close their eyes. Let them look at the dark and light patterns inside their
eyelids. After 10 counts say in a quiet voice: “God’s light shines over all of us, whether it’s dark or light in our
lives. Ask God to show you the dark things in your life and to help you get rid of them.” Wait a few more seconds
and then close with “Amen”.

Word
(Build two walls with the Jenga blocks or with boxes to portray the two kingdoms beforehand)
Do you remember the bad decisions of king Rehoboam? It caused the kingdom to split into the Northern kingdom
(Israel) and the Southern kingdom (Judah). (Point to the two walls while you’re explaining.) The Northern
kingdom’s capital city was Samaria and the Southern kingdom’s capital was Jerusalem (Point them out on the

map).

Read 2 Kings 18:9-12 and Jeremiah 52:1-14
15

The stories tell how both the Northern and Southern kingdoms were defeated by other nations and were taken to
distant countries, far from home. This is what the word “exile” means. People who are exiled are also slaves. You
don’t belong in that country and you are a slave to the people who live there. (While telling the next part, slowly

take down the wall one by one. Start with the Northern kingdom.)
The Northern kingdom was defeated in 722bC by the Assyrians. Their king was king Shalmaneser. They were taken
to Assyria and left behind only a few refugees and sick people. The ten tribes are still known as the 10 “lost
tribes” because they never returned from Assyria. (Make sure that only a few of the blocks or boxes are left now.)
Assyria was later conquered by Babylon who were later conquered by the Persians.

(Now break down the wall of the Southern kingdom)
The Southern kingdom was conquered in 587bC by the Babylonians and their king, Nebuchadnezzar. They were
taken to Babylon. In the next few sessions we’ll find out what happened to them during their exile. After 70 years,
the Southern kingdom was allowed to go back to Jerusalem, and they could rebuild their city. We’ll hear more
about this later.

(Make sure that there are only a few boxes left for both walls.)
To be in exile is a terrible thing. The closest we get to this feeling is when a teacher or parent tells us to go sit in
the naughty corner. No one is allowed to be with you, you are entirely alone and feel really bad about yourself.
Ask the children who of them have been put in the naughty corner before. Think about how you felt Luckily we
can leave there again!
During this time, it was very important for children to know who they were, especially those born in the new
country. Their parents taught their children scriptures, it’s called the “Shema”. It goes like this: “Shema Yisrael
Adonai Elohim Adonai echad.” It means: “Listen Israel, the Lord is your God, He is the only God.”
It’s also in our Bible in Deuteronomy 6:4 - Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.
The Shema was taught to the Jewish children from a young age and they would pray it often. If we are in bad
places, we can also use a prayer to help us remember who our God is and how He protects us.
You can learn this version of John 10: “Jesus is my shepherd, I am His; nothing and no one can take me from His
loving hand.”
Let the children repeat this a few times until they remember it.
Children reflect on the story:
1. I wonder what it feels like to be a slave
2. I wonder how you would feel if you were excluded
3. I wonder how it feels to know that no one will help you when you’re in trouble
4. I wonder who you would like to talk to when you feel sad and alone

Working and Playing
•
•
•

Give the children paper and crayons and let them draw people in a strange place or in jail. Use strips of
paper to make the jail.
Print/write the two verses on cardboard. Give the children one each. Let them decorate them and take
them home.
Make a puzzle with the map and let the children rebuild it. See if they can find Babel. Show them where
Jerusalem is.

Closing prayer to end the session
“Lord, help me to remember that I will always belong to You, even if bad things happen to me.”

16

Shema Yisrael

Adonai Elohim
Adonai echad.

Jesus is my Shepherd; I am His; nothing

and no one can take me from His hand.
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Session 6
Isaiah

Children learn about the prophet Isaiah

Scripture: Isaiah 6:1-8
Supplies:
• Honey/syrup
• Copies of the colouring picture
• Paper and pencils to write letters to the church elders/school principal
• Copies of the “mouth” activity
• Small marshmallows
• Glue or icing sugar

Welcome
As the children arrive, put some honey/syrup on their lips but they aren’t allowed to lick it. Sing a few songs
together or play some welcome games, but remind them often that they aren’t allowed to lick their lips. After
some time let them put their lips together to see whose lips are the stickiest. Let everyone lick their lips and
taste the sweetness and also experience how much easier it is to sing now. Sing a last song together.

Worship
Settle down ritual: Let the children close their eyes. Let them look at the dark and light patterns inside their
eyelids. After 10 counts say in a quiet voice: “God’s light shines over all of us, whether it’s dark or light in our
lives. Ask God to show you the dark things in your life and to help you get rid of them.” Wait a few more seconds
and then close with “Amen”.

Word
Read Isaiah 6:1-8
Isaiah was a prophet. He was one of the greater prophets of Judah (the Southern kingdom). He lived in Jerusalem
and began prophesying in 740bC. He warned the people again and again that God would punish them for all their
sins. He prophesied for 64 years.
All the warnings came true. If you remember well, the Northern kingdom was conquered by the Assyrians. The
Southern kingdom was also in trouble. Even though they saw what happened to the Northern kingdom and even
though God sent Isaiah to warn them, they just continued in their sinful ways.
Isaiah experienced how the ten tribes of Israel begged the other two tribes or Judah to help them, but they
wouldn’t.
God called Isaiah in a very special way to be a prophet. He allowed Isaiah to see a part of heaven. He saw God
sitting on a throne with seraphs, special angels, singing around Him. When Isaiah saw how great and holy God is,
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he became scared. There was a big problem. In verse 5 Isaiah says: “My words and the words of the people are
not good.”
Isaiah immediately realized that he can never say God’s name again, and the people couldn’t either. They were
too impure. No one had the right to speak about God, sing songs to Him, or to pray to Him.
One of the other greater prophets. Ezekiel, also experienced this. God sent him a vision where he ate the Word
and it tasted like honey.
What are pure and impure words? Are they just bad and blasphemous words?
Yes, but it’s also more than that.
If you do well in a test or in sport, your words are impure if you say: “It is my own hard work that I did so well.”
Or if you say: “It was just luck that I did so well.” Or if you say: “It’s because the stars were correctly aligned.”
Pure words are to thank God for giving you talents and skills. It is to honour Him for the opportunities you have
to work hard and do your best.
If we want to keep our mouths pure, we need the Word of God on our lips. That means to speak properly about
God, before God, and with God. That’s why we need to read the Word of God. Ask someone to help you read the
Word if you struggle to do it or understand it sometimes. Then we can learn the words that we can use to praise
God.

Teach them a piece of God’s Word, such as Psalm 136:1:
“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

His love endures forever.”
Children reflect on the story:
1. I wonder what things you say that are nice
2. I wonder what you say that hurt other people
3. I wonder what you will do to speak more words that make God happy

Working and Playing
•
•
•

Make a mouth from cardboard and marshmallows
Put a bowl out with honey/syrup and let the children dip a finger in it and make their lips sticky again
Give them a copy of the following cards on some paper and let them complete it. You can put them all
together on a poster or display it somewhere.

Closing prayer to end the session
Lord, our lips become dirty very quickly because we say bad things. Help us to keep our lips clean and to always
thank You and praise You. Amen.

I will try not to…………………………………………………………………………………………….
I will try to ………………………………………………………………………………………………….
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1.Cut the circle
out for a mouth

2. Fold it on the
dotted line

3. Cut out the half-moon
shape for a tongue and
stick it below the dotted
line. Then glue some small
marshmallows as teeth to
the bottom and top of the
“mouth”. It is safer to use
icing sugar as glue for this.
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