Advent

Give new meaning to the Christmas tree and decorations!
Supplies:
Enlarged copies of activities on paper or cardboard for each child
Popsicle sticks
A4 paper, one per child (green or any colour to make a tree)
Glue and crayons
Ribbon/strings to hang items in a tree
Embroidery thread or string
Beads with big holes
Round, flat cotton pads or circles from white material or felt
Scissors
Sticky tape
An empty box wrapped as a beautiful “gift”

Welcome:
Talk about the various facts of trees: How trees take carbon dioxide (that is bad
for us) and turn it into something as wonderful as oxygen; how wonderful it would
be if we were like trees…
Also talk about seasons.

Worship:
Listen to the sound of trees in the wind and settle down.

Theme song:
Any Christmas song

Word:
This session can be presented as a unit or split into separate sessions.

1. Tree:
I wonder why we use a tree for Christmas?
- Maybe because palm leaves remind us of Jesus.
- The cross of Jesus was from wood that comes from a tree.
It can also remind us of Bible verse about the “second coming” or coming of Jesus.
Luke 21: 29- 31 says that Jesus gave his disciples an illustration: “Notice the fig tree,
or any other tree. When the leaves come out, you know without being told that
summer is near. In the same way, when you see all these things taking place, you
can know that the Kingdom of God is near.”

2. The stable
I wonder what a stable looks like inside? (Give time for children to respond)

Matthew 1: 18 – 24
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be
with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and
unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just
when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream
and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the
child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." All this took place to
fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: "Look, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God
is with us." When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him; he took her as his wife.

Luke 2: 1-7
At that time the Roman emperor, Augustus, decreed that a census should be taken
throughout the Roman Empire. (This was the first census taken when Quirinius was
governor of Syria.) All returned to their own ancestral towns to register for this
census. And because Joseph was a descendant of King David, he had to go to
Bethlehem in Judea, David’s ancient home. He travelled there from the village of
Nazareth in Galilee. He took with him Mary, to whom he was engaged, who was
now expecting a child.
And while they were there, the time came for her baby to be born. She gave birth
to her firstborn son. She wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and laid him in a
manger, because there was no lodging available for them.

3. The angel
I wonder how you would feel if you were alone somewhere and an angel suddenly
spoke to you?

Luke 2: 8 - 12
That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks
of sheep. Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance
of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were terrified,but the angel reassured
them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news that will bring great joy to
all people. The Saviour—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in
Bethlehem, the city of David! And you will recognize him by this sign: You will find a
baby wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.”

4. The star
I wonder if you knew that the wise men were unbelievers… what does that mean?
Matthew 2: 1 – 3 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of
Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where
is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East
and have come to worship Him.”

A few interesting facts about the “wise men” or “stargazers”:

·They only came because they knew so much about stars and that this baby was
going to be a king – they were not Christians. But baby Jesus came for Christians
as well as non-Christians and He proves it from his birth.

·Another name for them is “magi” which means “wise men”
·Their gifts to Jesus were symbolic:
Gold: a symbol of royalty, because they saw Jesus as a king.
Frankincense: this was burned during worship in the temple, reminding us of God
and how Jesus is God’s representative on earth.

Myrrh: an oil used to anoint the dead; it was symbolic of the death Jesus would
face to save humanity from sin.

5. Gift
(Open the gift with great expectation in front of the children…)
Oh no, why is the gift empty? Why would we need to put an empty gift under the
tree? I wonder what this could remind us of at Christmas?

I wonder - did Jesus leave the world all alone?

No, let us read the commission in Luke 28:18 -20: And Jesus came and said to them,
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.
And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Remind your family and friends this Christmas that

they should be the gifts around

the Christmas tree for others and that we need to go out in this world and tell
everyone about the wonderful story from the birth to the coming of the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Working and Playing:
1. Tree: Watch the video (https://youtu.be/Aal6DYqAMiA) to
make and decorate your own little Christmas tree. May it
remind you of a new start that the “baby” Jesus brought into
our lives.

2. Stable: Make your own stable and manger using only glue
and 6 popsicle sticks.

3. Angel: Fold a piece of string or embroidery thread in half and push it
through a bead. Tie a knot above and below the bead. Place the string
and bead on a round cotton wool pad or piece of material/felt. Add
glue just below the knot and fold the cotton wool/material over like a
blanket. Cut the 2nd cotton wool pad or piece of material/felt in half
and glue it on the back for wings. You can decorate your angel with
glitter.

4. Star: Make your own bright star. Start with making the slits
on both parts and thread string through the hole. Decorate
your star and then glide the two parts into each other.

5. Gift: Make your own little gift box
with this template – from cardboard
if possible. Cut out the template and
fold all the flaps to the inside. Punch
holes on the circles and fold your box
like a pyramid. Thread ribbon through
the holes to close your box.

