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Session 1 
Inter-testamentary time 
Children learn that Jesus’ coming was predicted long ago 

 
Scripture: Luke 2; Malachi 3; Micah 5:2; Isaiah 9:6 / 7:14; Zechariah 9:9  

Supplies 

• Toilet roll for each child and decorations  

• 4 Broomstick characters: 

o A person returning from exile - plain and simply dressed 

o Someone from the Greek period 

o One with torn clothes – like they’re coming from battle 

o One dressed poorly – it should be clear that they’re struggling 

(You could use one broomstick character and just change their outfit.) 

• A message in the form of a scroll with these verses written in it: Micah 5:2; Isaiah 7:14; Isaiah 9:1,5,6  

 

 Welcome 

Play: person to person 

Group the children in pairs. Call out: “Thumb to thumb”, “Knee to knee”, “Back to back”. Children do the action 

that is called out. Call out: “Person to person” and everyone changes partners.  

Repeat this a few times. Ask your new partner what their name is and where they go to school. 

 

 Worship 

 

Settle down ritual: 

Prayer: The group leader prays a sentence and then the group repeats it:  

Thank you, Lord, for this day. 

Thank you that the Bible says You love me. 

Thank You that You became a person and walked on earth with us. 

Help us to follow You like we followed our group leader in this prayer. 

Amen. 
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Word 

Here is a man who wants to bring us news. He’s an Israelite, but he wasn’t born in Israel. He was in exile in Babylon. 

(Ask questions about last year’s series if you did it, for example: Why was Israel in exile? What did Nehemiah build 
after the exile?)  Let’s see what he says: 

(Broomstick character dressed like a poor person. He is holding the scroll.) 
“My heart is overjoyed, because I’m free! I waited my entire life for the day when we would be able to return to 

our land. Now we’re here in Jerusalem and the wall and the temple have been rebuilt. We learned our lesson and 

no one in Israel worships idols. We also don’t have a king. The high priest is responsible for making the big decisions. 

It was king Cyrus of Persia who helped us to return to our own land. The Persians conquered Babylon and helped 

us to take care of the temple. Now we feel safe. I look forward to my children and grandchildren growing up here 

and knowing God.” 

(Broomstick character with the Greek cloak. They’re also holding the scroll.) 
We have another visitor!  Let’s see what they have to say. 

“Wow, the world really has changed since I was a child. It’s been 200 years since my ancestors left Babylon. I 

heard my great-great-grandfather was here earlier. He would have told you about the good old days when they 

rebuilt the wall and the temple. In the meantime a lot of things have been happening in the world. Alexander the 

Great, the Greek from Macedonia, defeated the Persians and he has been ruling over all the lands we know. It got 

so bad that we couldn’t speak our own language anymore. Everyone now speaks Greek and the Greeks put their 

idols everywhere – even in our temple! We aren’t allowed to worship God anymore. They do as they please in our 

temple. What hurts the most is that my own people are starting to act like the Greeks and don’t care about their 

own cultures and traditions anymore. What will become of us? What about all the promises made by the prophets? 

Will there be a Saviour for us? Lord, help us!” 

(Broomstick character, the Maccabee, looks like he’s just come from battle. Now he has the scroll.) 
“We couldn’t hold out anymore. We had enough of the Greeks doing what they want in our temple. We stood up to 

them. It was a long war with many battles, but we won after 20 years. The temple is now under our control again 

and we have built a new altar. Our people still speak Greek and they have translated the books of Moses and the 

prophets to Greek. Finally we can rule ourselves after more than 500 years. Our own priests rule the country. We 

don’t have a king. Now we’re waiting for the prophecies of the Messiah to become true.” 

(Broomstick person who is dressed poorly.) 
“Do you think it’s going well in my country? Don’t believe it. For 200 years it went alright, but that time has passed. 

The Romans became stronger than all the other nations and now we’re under their control as well. They appointed 

a so-called king for us. His name is Herod, but in reality the Romans do whatever they want. We are slaves in our 

own country. We only have one hope - that the Messiah will come. This is what the prophecies said...”  

(Read the verses in the scroll.)  
 

Tell the children that after all these years everything was ready for Jesus to come and for the message to spread 

throughout the world. The Greek language was understood everywhere, the Romans had built good roads so people 

could travel between countries, and the Roman legal system was so well-developed that we still use it today.  

Read Luke 2 - Augustus the Roman is reigning. He makes everyone sign a census in their birth towns.  

• During this time Jesus is born 

• He is the Saviour of all nations 

• Everything is ready for the spreading of the Good News (roads, language, legal systerm etc.) 

 

Children reflect on the story: 

1. I wonder what was interesting in this story 

2. I wonder which part of the story you’re going to remember 

3. I wonder in which of these periods you’d like to live 

4. I wonder which of God’s promises are most special to you 
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 Working and Playing 

• Draw what you remember from the story and go tell someone at home about it.  

• Each child gets a toilet roll with the prophecies that were written in the scroll. Fold the scroll inside it and 

decorate the toilet roll. 

• Retell the story with the broomstick characters. 

 

Closing prayer to end the session 

Everyone holds hands in a circle. The children repeat after the group leader:  

 

Thank you, Lord for the Bible before us, thank You for the friends beside us, and thank you for the love between 

us. Amen. 

      

        Prophecies to put inside the scroll 

Micah 5:2 But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, 

from ancient times. 

Isaiah 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive 

and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. 

Isaiah 9: 1,5 and 6: The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those 

living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. For to us a child is born, to us 

a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the 

greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s 

throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and 

righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will 

accomplish this.  

 

 
 


