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Session 3 
Jesus in the temple 
Jesus stays behind in Jerusalem 
 
Scripture: Luke 2:41-51 

 

Supplies 

• Small characters like paper dolls to represent Mary, Joseph and 12 year old Jesus 

• A4 paper and skewers 

• Glue 

• Copies of the maze 

• Paper and crayons 

• Sandbox 

• Wooden blocks 

 Welcome 

Game: Hide small items in difficult places and let the children look for them without clues. They must look for every 

single item until all are found. The idea is that they should almost feel disheartened and want to give up.  

 

 Worship 

Settle down ritual: 

Prayer: The group leader prays a sentence and then the group repeats it:  

Thank you, Lord, for this day. 

Thank you that the Bible says You love me. 

Thank You that You became a person and walked on earth with us. 

Help us to follow You like we followed our group leader in this prayer. 

Amen. 

Word 

Prepare the sandbox before the time, use the wooden blocks to resemble the temple and other buildings in 

Jerusalem. Place one block far away from all the others (their home in Nazareth). Remember the paper-doll 

characters; Mary, Joseph and 12 year old Jesus. Move these characters around while you tell the story:  

Every year the parents of Jesus went to Jerusalem for the Passover Festival. When Jesus was twelve years old, 

they went to the festival as usual. When the festival was over, they started back home, but the boy Jesus stayed 

in Jerusalem. His parents did not know this; they thought that he was with the group, so they travelled a whole day 

and then started looking for him among their relatives and friends. They did not find him, so they went back to 

Jerusalem looking for him. On the third day they found him in the temple, sitting with the Jewish teachers, listening 
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to them and asking them questions. All who heard him were amazed at his intelligent answers. His parents were 

shocked when they saw him and his mother said: ‘My son, why have you done this to us? Your father and I have 

been terribly worried trying to find you.’ He answered them, ‘Why did you have to look for me? Didn’t you know 

that I had to be in my Father’s house?’ But they did not understand his answer. So Jesus went back with them to 

Nazareth, where he was obedient to them. 

 
Children reflect on the story 

1. I wonder which part of the story you enjoyed most 

2. I wonder how you would feel if you were Jesus amongst the other clever people 

3. I wonder who you would like to be in this story 

 

 Working and Playing 

Children can use the sandbox to retell the story to one another again. 

• Give the children crayons and paper to draw. 

• Make a scroll beforehand (in the time of Jesus they wrote on scrolls) to put down as an example. Stick 

down a skewer to each side of the short side of an A4 piece of paper. Roll both sides up to the middle to 

resemble a book scroll. Provide paper, glue and skewer sticks – they can now make their own book scroll. 

They can write or draw inside it. 

• Give each child a copy of the maze to complete 

 

Closing prayer to end the session 

 

 

 


