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Session 6 
Jesus is our King
The end of Jesus’ life on earth

Scripture: Matthew 21: 1-12 

Supplies 

• Paper bags

• Donkey parts

• Palm tree picture copied

 Welcome 

“Jesus says” 

The leader says “Jesus says... ” (name one of the actions and show the hand signals that goes with it). The aim of 

the game is to catch out the players by either saying “Joshua says” or not say who is calling out and just saying 

the action. 

1.”Follow me” – keep hands open one behind the other, with the thumb of your left hand on the little finger of the 

other hand and make a “follow me”- movement.  

2. “Ride a donkey” – make 2 fists with the tumbs together as if you are holding onto reins.

3. “Help each other” – hold onto your own hands.

4. “Talk to Me” – fold hands as if you are praying.

 Worship 

Settle down ritual: Baby powder steps – the leader steps into the flat dish with baby powder and walks around the 

room, alternating big and small steps. The rest of the group must follow the leader by stepping directly into their 

footsteps until you all reach the same destination. 

Word 

Every one sits with their eyes closed. Listen to all the sounds around you, for example birds or cars passing by or 

your own breath. I wonder which of the sounds were good to hear and which sounds irritated you? Let’s all make 

the sound of a car. 

We have listened to a couple of sounds and even made the sound of a car. I wonder what sort of car did Jesus 

drive? (Give them time to respond) 

There weren’t any cars in the time that Jesus lived, they all walked where they wanted to be. The very rich people 

had camels to ride on when they travelled to faraway places, and soldiers rode on horse drawn carriages. Jesus 

himself walked very far to where he did miracles and taught people about God. I wonder if one of you can help me, 

which miracle did Jesus perform in the last session? (give time for response) 

Who can tell me about one story that Jesus told? (give time for response) 

One day after Jesus told his disciples a story, he called them closer and said: (Matt 20:17-19) “We are going to 

Jerusalem, where I will be handed over to the priests and the teachers of the Law. They will condemn me to death 

and then hand me over to the Romans, who will mock me, whip me, and crucify me; but three days later I will be 
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raised to life.” Wow, I wonder what the disciples must have thought when Jesus said this to them! Our King must 

be treated and hung like a criminal (give time for response).  

I wonder what I would have felt to know I am going with my best friend to a place where people will condemn him 

for not doing anything wrong and he will die. But Jesus knew exactly what was going to happen. On their way to 

Jerusalem they stopped at a town called Bethphage and Jesus gave two of his disciples strange instructions. 

Matt 21: 1 – 3 “As Jesus and his disciples approached Jerusalem, they came to Bethphage at the Mount of Olives. 

There Jesus sent two of the disciples on ahead with these instructions. ‘Go to the village there ahead of you, and 

at once you will find a donkey tied up with her colt beside her. Untie them and bring to me. And if anyone says 

anything, tell him, ‘The Master needs them’, and then he will let them go at once.’” I wonder what Jesus wanted 

to do with these donkeys? I don’t think he wanted to ride on them, because He was a King and kings rode on 

coaches not donkeys! Let’s see what is written in Zech. 9:9b “Look, your King is coming to you! He comes 

triumphant and victorious, but humble and riding on a donkey – on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” It looks to me like 

Jesus was planning on riding on a donkey. 

Matt 21: 6 “So the disciples went and did what Jesus had told them to do” 

Matt 21: 7 “they brought the donkey and the colt, threw their cloaks over them, and Jesus got on.” 

Matt 21:8 “A large crowd of people spread their cloaks on the road.” 

Matt 21: 8b “while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road.” (Let the children pretend to 

wave palm trees). 

Matt 21: 9 “The crowds walking in front of Jesus and those walking behind began to shout, ‘Praise to David’s Son! 

God bless him who comes in the name of the Lord! Praise God!’” 

Matt 21: 10 – 11 “When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was thrown into an uproar. ‘Who is he?’ the 

people asked. ‘This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth in Galilee,’ the crowds answered.’” 

Matt 21: 12 “Jesus went into the Temple... ” Jesus actually went to church on a donkey!  

 

Children reflect on the story: 

1. I wonder what is special for you about this story 

2. I wonder what is important for you in this story 

3. I wonder who you would like to be in this story 

4. I wonder what you would have told your family if you were there 
 

 

 Working and Playing 

• Colouring picture for young children. 

• Let the children make a donkey hand puppet and then ask children to tell the story to each other through 

the eyes of the donkey. 

• Use the leaf pattern for kids to colour and cut out to wave. 

• Put the children’s hand palms in paint to make “palm tree” prints on paper.  

 

 

Closing prayer to end the session 
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