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Session 1 
Inter-testamentary time 
Children learn that Jesus’ coming was predicted long ago 

 
Scripture: Luke 2; Malachi 3; Micah 5:2; Isaiah 9:6 / 7:14; Zechariah 9:9  

Supplies 

• Toilet roll for each child and decorations  

• 4 Broomstick characters: 

o A person returning from exile - plain and simply dressed 

o Someone from the Greek period 

o One with torn clothes – like they’re coming from battle 

o One dressed poorly – it should be clear that they’re struggling 

(You could use one broomstick character and just change their outfit.) 

• A message in the form of a scroll with these verses written in it: Micah 5:2; Isaiah 7:14; Isaiah 9:1,5,6  

 

 Welcome 

Play: person to person 

Group the children in pairs. Call out: “Thumb to thumb”, “Knee to knee”, “Back to back”. Children do the action 

that is called out. Call out: “Person to person” and everyone changes partners.  

Repeat this a few times. Ask your new partner what their name is and where they go to school. 

 

 Worship 

 

Settle down ritual: 

Prayer: The group leader prays a sentence and then the group repeats it:  

Thank you, Lord, for this day. 

Thank you that the Bible says You love me. 

Thank You that You became a person and walked on earth with us. 

Help us to follow You like we followed our group leader in this prayer. 

Amen. 
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Word 

Here is a man who wants to bring us news. He’s an Israelite, but he wasn’t born in Israel. He was in exile in Babylon. 

(Ask questions about last year’s series if you did it, for example: Why was Israel in exile? What did Nehemiah build 
after the exile?)  Let’s see what he says: 

(Broomstick character dressed like a poor person. He is holding the scroll.) 
“My heart is overjoyed, because I’m free! I waited my entire life for the day when we would be able to return to 

our land. Now we’re here in Jerusalem and the wall and the temple have been rebuilt. We learned our lesson and 

no one in Israel worships idols. We also don’t have a king. The high priest is responsible for making the big decisions. 

It was king Cyrus of Persia who helped us to return to our own land. The Persians conquered Babylon and helped 

us to take care of the temple. Now we feel safe. I look forward to my children and grandchildren growing up here 

and knowing God.” 

(Broomstick character with the Greek cloak. They’re also holding the scroll.) 
We have another visitor!  Let’s see what they have to say. 

“Wow, the world really has changed since I was a child. It’s been 200 years since my ancestors left Babylon. I 

heard my great-great-grandfather was here earlier. He would have told you about the good old days when they 

rebuilt the wall and the temple. In the meantime a lot of things have been happening in the world. Alexander the 

Great, the Greek from Macedonia, defeated the Persians and he has been ruling over all the lands we know. It got 

so bad that we couldn’t speak our own language anymore. Everyone now speaks Greek and the Greeks put their 

idols everywhere – even in our temple! We aren’t allowed to worship God anymore. They do as they please in our 

temple. What hurts the most is that my own people are starting to act like the Greeks and don’t care about their 

own cultures and traditions anymore. What will become of us? What about all the promises made by the prophets? 

Will there be a Saviour for us? Lord, help us!” 

(Broomstick character, the Maccabee, looks like he’s just come from battle. Now he has the scroll.) 
“We couldn’t hold out anymore. We had enough of the Greeks doing what they want in our temple. We stood up to 

them. It was a long war with many battles, but we won after 20 years. The temple is now under our control again 

and we have built a new altar. Our people still speak Greek and they have translated the books of Moses and the 

prophets to Greek. Finally we can rule ourselves after more than 500 years. Our own priests rule the country. We 

don’t have a king. Now we’re waiting for the prophecies of the Messiah to become true.” 

(Broomstick person who is dressed poorly.) 
“Do you think it’s going well in my country? Don’t believe it. For 200 years it went alright, but that time has passed. 

The Romans became stronger than all the other nations and now we’re under their control as well. They appointed 

a so-called king for us. His name is Herod, but in reality the Romans do whatever they want. We are slaves in our 

own country. We only have one hope - that the Messiah will come. This is what the prophecies said...”  

(Read the verses in the scroll.)  
 

Tell the children that after all these years everything was ready for Jesus to come and for the message to spread 

throughout the world. The Greek language was understood everywhere, the Romans had built good roads so people 

could travel between countries, and the Roman legal system was so well-developed that we still use it today.  

Read Luke 2 - Augustus the Roman is reigning. He makes everyone sign a census in their birth towns.  

• During this time Jesus is born 

• He is the Saviour of all nations 

• Everything is ready for the spreading of the Good News (roads, language, legal systerm etc.) 

 

Children reflect on the story: 

1. I wonder what was interesting in this story 

2. I wonder which part of the story you’re going to remember 

3. I wonder in which of these periods you’d like to live 

4. I wonder which of God’s promises are most special to you 
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 Working and Playing 

• Draw what you remember from the story and go tell someone at home about it.  

• Each child gets a toilet roll with the prophecies that were written in the scroll. Fold the scroll inside it and 

decorate the toilet roll. 

• Retell the story with the broomstick characters. 

 

Closing prayer to end the session 

Everyone holds hands in a circle. The children repeat after the group leader:  

 

Thank you, Lord for the Bible before us, thank You for the friends beside us, and thank you for the love between 

us. Amen. 

      

        Prophecies to put inside the scroll 

Micah 5:2 But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, 

from ancient times. 

Isaiah 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive 

and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. 

Isaiah 9: 1,5 and 6: The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those 

living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. For to us a child is born, to us 

a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the 

greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s 

throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and 

righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will 

accomplish this.  
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Session 2 
God sees you  - do you see Him? 
Children learn about the prediction of Jesus’ birth through Mary and Simeon’s story 

 
Scripture: Luke 1:26-38; 42; 46-48; Luke 2:25-33 

Supplies 

• Blindfolded guesses: bag full of a variety of objects and a blindfold for each group 

• Presentation: Big glasses with the words: “Jesus sees me” on the inside of the glasses and “Do you see 

Jesus?” on the outside of the glasses. 

• Pattern of the glasses for each child copied on cardboard, colouring pencils, scissors, glue, staplers, 

decoration for the glasses, coloured cellophane  

• Copies of the “Prediction of Jesus’ Birth” for each child that can read 

 

 

 Welcome 

I spy with my little eye 

Play this game with colours or with the first letter of the word you want them to guess.  

 

Blindfolded guesses 

Put different objects in a bag. Each person in the group has a turn to be blindfolded and to feel inside the bag and 

take something out. They then need to guess what it is only by feeling it.  

 

 Worship 

Settle down ritual: 

Prayer: The group leader prays a sentence and then the group repeats it:  

Thank you, Lord, for this day. 

Thank you that the Bible says You love me. 

Thank You that You became a person and walked on earth with us. 

Help us to follow You like we followed our group leader in this prayer. 

Amen. 

 

Word 

The Zulus greet each other with the word “Sawubona” which means “I see you”. When they say this to each other, 

it means that they see each other; you have worth; you are special; you are important. Let’s greet each other like 

that as well! (Give time for this)  
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Can you remember what a prediction is? Which important occurrence is predicted in the Old Testament and is going 

to happen? (Give them time to give feedback about the previous session). Today we are going to learn about two 

different stories that happened in the time when Jesus was born.  

 

Ask the question “Why do we use glasses?” and let the children answer. Let someone who wears glasses tell the 
rest what a difference it makes. Take the glasses out of a bag. They have to be very big. On the inside there must 
be written “Jesus sees me” and on the outside “Do you see Jesus?” These glasses remind us of two stories in 
the Bible. The first is the story of how God sees someone and uses them. The second story is a story where 
someone sees Jesus and recognizes him.  
 
Show the side of the glasses with “Jesus sees me” and let the children read it. Now read the Bible story about the 

prediction of Jesus’ birth to Mary in Luke 1:26-38: 

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to the Galilean village of Nazareth to a 

virgin engaged to be married to a man descended from David. His name was Joseph, and the virgin’s name, Mary. 

Upon entering, Gabriel greeted her: 

Good morning! You’re beautiful with God’s beauty, beautiful inside and out! God be with you. 

She was thoroughly shaken, wondering what was behind a greeting like that. But the angel assured her, “Mary, you 

have nothing to fear. God has a surprise for you: You will become pregnant and give birth to a son and call his name 

Jesus. 

He will be great, be called ‘Son of the Highest.’The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David; 

He will rule Jacob’s house forever — no end, ever, to his kingdom.” 

Mary said to the angel, “But how? I’ve never slept with a man.” The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come 

upon you, the power of the Highest hover over you; therefore, the child you bring to birth will be called Holy, Son 

of God. 

And did you know that your cousin Elizabeth conceived a son, old as she is? Everyone called her barren, and here 

she is six months pregnant! Nothing, you see, is impossible with God.” 

And Mary said, “Yes, I see it all now: I’m the Lord’s maid, ready to serve. Let it be with me just as you say.” 

Then the angel left her. 

 

Take off the glasses and explain that sometimes we don’t see each other. Sometimes we feel alone or unimportant. 

Maybe you think you aren’t good enough. Or you think you’re too young. This is exactly how Mary felt. But God 

saw her differently. He saw her through the glasses of love. He sees you for who you really are. He chose Mary to 

be the most important woman in the Bible, even though she was young, poor, and unimportant. I wonder how Mary 

felt when she heard that God chose her to do this very important work of being Jesus’mom. Mary’s cousin, 

Elizabeth, also said: “Mary, you are the luckiest woman on earth! You are chosen for a very special job. You are 

going to be the mother of a very important child.” (Luke 1:42) 

Mary said, "With all my heart I glorify the Lord! In the depths of who I am I rejoice in God my saviour. He has looked 

with favour on the low status of his servant. Look! From now on, everyone will consider me highly favoured. (Luke 

1:46-48) 

Let the children put on imaginary glasses with their hands. Let them repeat after you: “I am the happiest child on 

earth, because God sees me and I see Him.” 

They can also say it to one another. You are the happiest child on earth... 

Turn the big glasses around so the words “Do you see Jesus?” are showing. Let the children read the words.  

Jesus’parents, Mary and Joseph, took their baby to Jerusalem to dedicate Him to God. There they met Simeon. 

Simeon was a very old man with a dream in his heart. He knew the Old Testament predictions that a Saviour would 

be born. He couldn’t wait to meet Him. And God promised Simeon that he wouldn’t die before seeing the Messiah, 

Jesus.  

 

Tell the story of Simeon (As in Luke 2:25-33).  

Explain to the children that every time they hear the word “see”, “look forward”, or “eyes” they must put on their 

imaginary glasses.  
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The glasses remind us of these two stories. The one side of the glasses (inside) reminds us that God sees us, just 

like with Mary. He loves you and chooses you, He sees you with glasses of love.  

The other side (the outside) reminds us of the story of Simeon who saw Jesus. We are also invited to see Jesus 

and to love Him. You can also look through the glasses of love.  

 

Children reflect on the story: 

1. I wonder which part of the story you liked the most  

2. I wonder who you would want to be in the story 

3. I wonder where you see Jesus daily  

 

 Working and Playing 

• Make glasses. Copy the pattern for each child and let them decorate it. They can use it to remember: Jesus 

sees me, and I see Jesus.  

• Worksheet (The prediction of Jesus’birth): Make a copy of the worksheet for each child (for those who 

can read easily). Let them read the story and colour the pictures. 

 

Closing prayer to end the session 
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The Prediction of Jesus' Birth 
 
More than         thousand years ago, God sent the       Gabriel to           a young 

girl in the                     Nazareth. Gabriel told         she was going to get a          

.He will be the Son of God and His Name will be Jesus.         married her fiancé,        

a carpenter.   The        also told him that        ‘s             would be the Savior. 

 All the people in the land had to be counted.         and         had to go to               

to be counted. All of the                     were full of people. They could only find 

place in a                The            Jesus was then born in the                .        let Him 

sleep in a              .  That night an          appeared to             nearby in the field 

taking care of their            . The           told them that          Jesus was born. 

Suddenly there was a crowd of                    around them praising God: "Glory to 

God in the highest, and peace on            good will toward men." The          

immediately went to                             to look for the           . They told everyone 

about           Jesus.  Later              followed a            to the place where Jesus was. 

They worshiped Him and gave precious                     to Him. 

Everything happened as the                 predicted. 
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Session 3 
Jesus in the temple 
Jesus stays behind in Jerusalem 
 
Scripture: Luke 2:41-51 

 

Supplies 

• Small characters like paper dolls to represent Mary, Joseph and 12 year old Jesus 

• A4 paper and skewers 

• Glue 

• Copies of the maze 

• Paper and crayons 

• Sandbox 

• Wooden blocks 

 Welcome 

Game: Hide small items in difficult places and let the children look for them without clues. They must look for every 

single item until all are found. The idea is that they should almost feel disheartened and want to give up.  

 

 Worship 

Settle down ritual: 

Prayer: The group leader prays a sentence and then the group repeats it:  

Thank you, Lord, for this day. 

Thank you that the Bible says You love me. 

Thank You that You became a person and walked on earth with us. 

Help us to follow You like we followed our group leader in this prayer. 

Amen. 

Word 

Prepare the sandbox before the time, use the wooden blocks to resemble the temple and other buildings in 

Jerusalem. Place one block far away from all the others (their home in Nazareth). Remember the paper-doll 

characters; Mary, Joseph and 12 year old Jesus. Move these characters around while you tell the story:  

Every year the parents of Jesus went to Jerusalem for the Passover Festival. When Jesus was twelve years old, 

they went to the festival as usual. When the festival was over, they started back home, but the boy Jesus stayed 

in Jerusalem. His parents did not know this; they thought that he was with the group, so they travelled a whole day 

and then started looking for him among their relatives and friends. They did not find him, so they went back to 

Jerusalem looking for him. On the third day they found him in the temple, sitting with the Jewish teachers, listening 
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to them and asking them questions. All who heard him were amazed at his intelligent answers. His parents were 

shocked when they saw him and his mother said: ‘My son, why have you done this to us? Your father and I have 

been terribly worried trying to find you.’ He answered them, ‘Why did you have to look for me? Didn’t you know 

that I had to be in my Father’s house?’ But they did not understand his answer. So Jesus went back with them to 

Nazareth, where he was obedient to them. 

 
Children reflect on the story 

1. I wonder which part of the story you enjoyed most 

2. I wonder how you would feel if you were Jesus amongst the other clever people 

3. I wonder who you would like to be in this story 

 

 Working and Playing 

Children can use the sandbox to retell the story to one another again. 

• Give the children crayons and paper to draw. 

• Make a scroll beforehand (in the time of Jesus they wrote on scrolls) to put down as an example. Stick 

down a skewer to each side of the short side of an A4 piece of paper. Roll both sides up to the middle to 

resemble a book scroll. Provide paper, glue and skewer sticks – they can now make their own book scroll. 

They can write or draw inside it. 

• Give each child a copy of the maze to complete 

 

Closing prayer to end the session 
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Session 4 
The calling of the disciples 
The disciples of Jesus were normal people 

 
Scripture: Matthew 4:18-23 

Supplies 

• Baby powder and a flat dish 

• Stationery and clean paper 

• Copies of the buildings 

 Welcome 

Making groups: Play a game where the children must divide themselves into groups; the leader shouts out: “Groups 

of 3”, then they divide themselves into smaller groups of 3 each. Play a few times and end off with the number 12. 

Tell the group that Jesus had a group of 12 friends, called his disciples. (If there are fewer children, use bottlecaps 

or blocks for the children to pack in groups until each one has 12 in a group.) 

 

 Worship 

 

Settle down ritual: Baby powder steps – the leader steps into the flat dish with baby powder and walks around the 

room, alternating big and small steps. The rest of the group must follow the leader by stepping directly into their 

footsteps until you all reach the same destination. 

Word 

In the time of Jesus there were rabbis and disciples. Rabbis were the very clever and schooled people. They knew 

everything about the Old Testament and life. They picked students every two years, who had to follow and live with 

them for the next 2 years. These students had to learn everything from the rabbi. The students they picked were 

the best of the best, the smartest and well-behaved. This was the greatest honour to be picked by a rabbi. Every 

young person that was picked by a rabbi would just blindly, without thinking for a minute, go with the rabbi. Blindly 

means to leave everything and follow someone, without knowing where you will go or what would happen. If the 

young children weren’t chosen by a rabbi, they went to be trained in the same working field as their fathers e.g. 

carpenter, fisherman or farmer. Jesus was definitely smarter then the rabbis. He chose ordinary boys to be his 

disciples. Most of the disciples Jesus picked were fishermen - the ones who were not good enough for the other 

rabbis. The first four disciples that Jesus picked were: Simon Peter, Andrew, James and John. We are now going 

to break up into four groups: “Peter”, “Andrew”, “James” and “John”. Now for them to better understand the 

term blindly, lead each group blindfolded through the room on a simple route.  

Read Matthew 4:18-22: 

“As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers; Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. 

They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. ‘Come, follow me,’ Jesus said, ‘and I will send you 

out to fish for people.’ At once they left their nets and followed him. Going on from there, he saw two other 

brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing 

their nets. Jesus called them, and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.” 
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Also read Mark 3:16 – 19 

“These are the twelve he appointed: Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter), James son of Zebedee and his 

brother John (to them he gave the name Boanerges, which means “sons of thunder”), Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, 

Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.” 

 

Children reflect on the story: 

1. I wonder which part of the story you enjoyed most 

2. I wonder who you are in this story 

3. I wonder if there is a part in this story that you didn’t like at all 

 

 Working and Playing 

Give children the opportunity to choose one of the possibilities mentioned and spend creative time on it. 

• Maybe you want to trace your foot on a piece of paper and decorate it. 

• Maybe you want to draw someone that is very important to you. 

 

 

Closing prayer to end the session 
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Session 5 
Jesus gives his best 
Children learn that Jesus always gives his best to his children, never second-best 

 
 
Scripture: John 2:1-12, Matthew 4:23 

Supplies 

• 1 Table in front of the room 

• 8 glases, they must not be transparent and filled with; water (2), lemon juice (2), apple juice (2) and grape 

juice (2)  

• Blindfolds  

• Red and blue pieces of cloth for flags 

• A marshmallow fish; some sand; a piece of cloth (as examples of other miracles) 

• Characters you will need (adapt it according to the size of your group): 

1. Mom: cloth over her head 

2. Jesus: cloth tied diagonally across his body  

3. Waiters: each with a piece of cloth over their arm 

4. Headwaiter: chef’s hat (you can staple white cardboard together) 

5. Cupbearer: jacket, bowtie, fancy cup 

6. Guests: feathers, masks, jewelery, ties 

7. Cup that can be used as the empty wine glass; jug with red colouring to be used as the new wine  

8. 6 Water jugs for the 6 water vases 

 

Preparation: Use a bowl/jug that is transparent with red colouring in it, try and “hide” the food colouring so it is 

not visible to the children. This jug will be the one used for the new wine. 

 

• Copies of the colouring picture, water jug, stationery 

• A4-paper, paper plates 

• Scissors, split pins  

 

This session may be difficult to teach in communities where addiction is a problem. It is very important to 

understand the context of Jesus’ miracles. He does not change water into wine to approve alcohol abuse. He 

does not approve over-eating either when He multiplies the bread and fish. But if this context is a problem, feel 

free to share any other miracle of Jesus.  

 

 Welcome 

“Picking” Game:  

Choose 2 volunteers and give each one a flag, one red and one blue. The volunteers must each stand in opposite 

sides of the room. The rest of the group must pick which side they belong to when you call out the following items 

to choose from.  

For example: 

• Sunshine vs. Thunderstorm 

• Chocolates vs. Chips 

• Oros vs. Creme Soda  

• Popcorn vs. Smarties  
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• Pizza vs. Pasta 

 

 

Play a  “Fear Factor”-game and ask for 2 volunteers. Blindfold the volunteers and have them taste the same liquid 

simultaneously from the prepared cups. Select a winner by seeing who shouts out the right answer first. 

 

 Worship 

Settle down ritual: Baby powder steps – the leader steps into the flat dish with baby powder and walks around the 

room, alternating big and small steps. The rest of the group must follow the leader by stepping directly into their 

footsteps until you all reach the same destination. 

Word 

Ask the group who can remember what the previous session was about. 

We listened to the story where Jesus called his disciples to follow Him. Who can remember the name of one of the 

disciples? (Give time for answers.) We ended the session with (Matt 4:23) where Jesus went through the province 

of Galilee. He taught the people in the temple and He told them the Good News Message that God is King of us all. 

He also healed the sick and cured the lame.  

Today we are going to be part of the first miracle that Jesus did. We read it in John 2. Maybe you can guess what 

it is? It was at a wedding. What happens at a wedding? (Choose a few volunteers as they answer the question and 

hand them props to help the story play out as you tell it.) 

Scripture: John 2: 1-12 

(The characters now perform the story as you tell it.) 
A man and a woman got married in the town of Cana in Galilee. Jesus, his disciples and his mother were all there. 

(What are disciples? They are people who followed someone and learned everything from them.) When there was 

no wine left (the child that is the waiter, can tip the jug for all to see that it is empty), Jesus’ mother said to him: 

“They have no wine left.” “Why are you telling me this?” Jesus replied. “My time has not yet come.” Jesus’ mother 

then told the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” The Jews had rules about ritual washing, and for this purpose 

six stone water jars were there, each one large enough to hold about a hundred litres. Jesus said to the waiters, 

“Fill these jars with water.” 

(Pour water in the jug with the red colouring - this will turn the water red as a simbol of the new wine Jesus made.) 
They filled them to the brim and then he told them, “Now draw some water out and take it to the headwaiter in 

charge of the feast.” They took him the water, which now had turned into wine, and he tasted it. He did not know 

where this wine had come from (but the waiters whom had drawn out the water knew); so he called the bridegroom 

and said to him, “Everyone else serves the best wine first, and after the guests have had plenty to drink, he serves 

the ordinary wine. But you have kept the best wine until now!” 
 

Children reflect on the story: 

1. I wonder how you would’ve felt to be a guest at this wedding 

2. I wonder which part in this story was most important to you 

3. I wonder why Jesus performed this miracle 

 

This was the first miracle that Jesus performed. He did it in the town called Cana in Galilee. He did this for people 

to see that He was God and that is the reason why the disciples believed in Him. (What is a miracle? A miracle is a 

sign that shows Jesus is God. But the most important part is that He does this to show God is in control.) I have 
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a few clues with me about other miracles that Jesus did while He was on earth. Can you guess what these miracles 

were? (Marshmallow fish – Bread and fish multiplied; bit of sand – healing of the blind; piece of cloth – lepers were 

healed)  

 

 Working and Playing 

Give children the opportunity to choose one of the possibilities mentioned and spend creative time on it. 

 

• Give each child 2 paper plates or 2 circles with the jug printed on one. They must colour the jug and then 

cut out the place on the jug where the logo should go. They must now colour half of the second page blue 

and the other half red and connect the two paper plates/circles one on top of two with a “split pin”. As 

you turn the back paper, the logo will change from blue water into red wine.  

• Give each child a colouring picture or a clean piece of paper to draw the best part of the story on. 

 

 

Closing prayer to end the sessionn 

 

Give children a chance to bless each other or the leader can bless the children. Interaction is always good and fun.  
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Session 6 
Jesus is our King
The end of Jesus’ life on earth

Scripture: Matthew 21: 1-12 

Supplies 

• Paper bags

• Donkey parts

• Palm tree picture copied

 Welcome 

“Jesus says” 

The leader says “Jesus says... ” (name one of the actions and show the hand signals that goes with it). The aim of 

the game is to catch out the players by either saying “Joshua says” or not say who is calling out and just saying 

the action. 

1.”Follow me” – keep hands open one behind the other, with the thumb of your left hand on the little finger of the 

other hand and make a “follow me”- movement.  

2. “Ride a donkey” – make 2 fists with the tumbs together as if you are holding onto reins.

3. “Help each other” – hold onto your own hands.

4. “Talk to Me” – fold hands as if you are praying.

 Worship 

Settle down ritual: Baby powder steps – the leader steps into the flat dish with baby powder and walks around the 

room, alternating big and small steps. The rest of the group must follow the leader by stepping directly into their 

footsteps until you all reach the same destination. 

Word 

Every one sits with their eyes closed. Listen to all the sounds around you, for example birds or cars passing by or 

your own breath. I wonder which of the sounds were good to hear and which sounds irritated you? Let’s all make 

the sound of a car. 

We have listened to a couple of sounds and even made the sound of a car. I wonder what sort of car did Jesus 

drive? (Give them time to respond) 

There weren’t any cars in the time that Jesus lived, they all walked where they wanted to be. The very rich people 

had camels to ride on when they travelled to faraway places, and soldiers rode on horse drawn carriages. Jesus 

himself walked very far to where he did miracles and taught people about God. I wonder if one of you can help me, 

which miracle did Jesus perform in the last session? (give time for response) 

Who can tell me about one story that Jesus told? (give time for response) 

One day after Jesus told his disciples a story, he called them closer and said: (Matt 20:17-19) “We are going to 

Jerusalem, where I will be handed over to the priests and the teachers of the Law. They will condemn me to death 

and then hand me over to the Romans, who will mock me, whip me, and crucify me; but three days later I will be 
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raised to life.” Wow, I wonder what the disciples must have thought when Jesus said this to them! Our King must 

be treated and hung like a criminal (give time for response).  

I wonder what I would have felt to know I am going with my best friend to a place where people will condemn him 

for not doing anything wrong and he will die. But Jesus knew exactly what was going to happen. On their way to 

Jerusalem they stopped at a town called Bethphage and Jesus gave two of his disciples strange instructions. 

Matt 21: 1 – 3 “As Jesus and his disciples approached Jerusalem, they came to Bethphage at the Mount of Olives. 

There Jesus sent two of the disciples on ahead with these instructions. ‘Go to the village there ahead of you, and 

at once you will find a donkey tied up with her colt beside her. Untie them and bring to me. And if anyone says 

anything, tell him, ‘The Master needs them’, and then he will let them go at once.’” I wonder what Jesus wanted 

to do with these donkeys? I don’t think he wanted to ride on them, because He was a King and kings rode on 

coaches not donkeys! Let’s see what is written in Zech. 9:9b “Look, your King is coming to you! He comes 

triumphant and victorious, but humble and riding on a donkey – on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” It looks to me like 

Jesus was planning on riding on a donkey. 

Matt 21: 6 “So the disciples went and did what Jesus had told them to do” 

Matt 21: 7 “they brought the donkey and the colt, threw their cloaks over them, and Jesus got on.” 

Matt 21:8 “A large crowd of people spread their cloaks on the road.” 

Matt 21: 8b “while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road.” (Let the children pretend to 

wave palm trees). 

Matt 21: 9 “The crowds walking in front of Jesus and those walking behind began to shout, ‘Praise to David’s Son! 

God bless him who comes in the name of the Lord! Praise God!’” 

Matt 21: 10 – 11 “When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was thrown into an uproar. ‘Who is he?’ the 

people asked. ‘This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth in Galilee,’ the crowds answered.’” 

Matt 21: 12 “Jesus went into the Temple... ” Jesus actually went to church on a donkey!  

 

Children reflect on the story: 

1. I wonder what is special for you about this story 

2. I wonder what is important for you in this story 

3. I wonder who you would like to be in this story 

4. I wonder what you would have told your family if you were there 
 

 

 Working and Playing 

• Colouring picture for young children. 

• Let the children make a donkey hand puppet and then ask children to tell the story to each other through 

the eyes of the donkey. 

• Use the leaf pattern for kids to colour and cut out to wave. 

• Put the children’s hand palms in paint to make “palm tree” prints on paper.  

 

 

Closing prayer to end the session 
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