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Session 1 
Jesus is alive! 
Crucifixion and Resurrection 
 
Scripture: Matthew 21:1-11 and John 3:16 
Supplies 

• 3 sets of 3 plates each containing a facial expression: happy face, sad face and scared face 

• 2 Hand puppets 

• Copies of the crossword for the activity 

• Box with the following items: 

1. Horse shoe or a plastic donkey or a picture of a donkey/palm branch  
2. Wheat/piece of bread and vine branch/vine leaf or a container of grape juice  
3. Thorn and/or piece of purple cloth  
4. Paper with a cross (“X”) written on it 
5. Cross (like the cross of Jesus) or a nail 
6. A piece of black paper  
7. White cloth 
8. A stone 
9. 2 Easter eggs – the one hollow inside and the other (white and yellow) marshmallow kind 

 

 Welcome 

Call three volunteers to the front. Give each one a set of the facial expression plates. Ask them to pick one 

expression that they think fits the statement of the leader.   

Examples of possible questions: 

• You won a big prize. 

• You know you did something wrong, and you need to tell your parents.  

• You hear that someone you love very much is very ill in hospital. 

• You hear that you are going on a sea holiday. 

• You didn’t do well in your last test at school. 

• Someone gives you a gift that you have wanted for a long time. 

• Your pet dies. 

• You are chosen as a class leader or a sports team or the choir. 

• You broke a window while playing with a ball at home. 

• Your sibling tells your parents about something that you did wrong. 

The reason for this game is to emphasize the different emotions that also play a role in the crucifixion and 

resurrection of Jesus.  

 

 Worship 

Let’s sit quietly and close our eyes. Think of the best place you have ever been or want to be. Now think about 

all the beautiful things God gives us each day. Thank Him for these things. 
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Word 

2 hand puppets (C and B) and the leader (A) has the following conversation: 

C: (Tell the audience!) It’s almost Easter! I can’t wait to eat all those Easter eggs! 

B: Hey, why are you so excited? 

C: I just thought about Easter that is around the corner. I can’t wait! 

B: I don’t think it is as exciting as Christmas. I don’t really know what Easter is all about. 

C: Really, don’t you know? It’s all about Easter eggs and chocolate bunnies. I wish I could get the biggest 

chocolate bunny in the whole world to eat! 

B: Now tell me, what exactly do Easter eggs and chocolate bunnies have to do with Easter? What is Easter?  

C: I know it is school holidays. 

B: Yes, but why? 

C: No, I don’t know. Let’s ask ... (the leader’s name). 

B: (leader’s name), what is Easter really about? The shops want us to buy Easter eggs and chocolate bunnies and 

for other people it is just a nice holiday. But there has to be a reason for a holiday, right?   

A: You are absolutely right. Easter is much more than just Easter eggs and chocolate bunnies.  

B: Look at C and say: See, I told you so. 

A: Easter is about the time that Jesus died on the cross. Do the two of you know the story about the crucifixion? 

C: I think I have heard it, but I can’t really remember much about it. Will you please tell us the story?  

A: I will tell you the story, but I first need to fetch my story box. 

(Take out one item at a time and explain what it means. Give the item to someone to hold.) 
• Horse shoe, plastic donkey or a picture of a donkey/palm branch. This reminds us of the day that 

Jesus rode on a donkey into Jerusalem and the people in the crowd shouted “Hosanna, hosanna, 

praise to the son of David!” (Matthew 21:1-11) 

• Wheat/piece of bread and vine branch/vine leaf or a container of grape juice. This reminds us of the 

last supper that Jesus had with his disciples and where He told them that He was going to die. He 

told them that in the future they must think of his death when they eat the bread (a sign of his body 

on the cross) and drink the Holy Communion wine (a sign of his blood that he shed for all). There 

Jesus actually started the tradition of Holy Communion. (Matthew 26:26-30) 

• Thorn and/or piece of purple cloth. This reminds us of what Jesus went through when they mocked 

Him, cursed Him, whipped Him and placed the crown of thorns on his head.  

B: Ouch! Why did they do that? Did Jesus sin very badly for them to do that?  

A: (Take out the paper with the cross (“X”) and show it to B.) 
B: Oh, I also get that in my mathematics book a lot when I get my sums wrong! 

A: Have you ever seen a letter or WhatsApp where someone makes these little crosses at the end? 

B: Yes, my grandma makes it on the end of every letter that she writes to me. But I really don’t understand what 

she does wrong to get 3 of these crosses at the end of my letter! 

A: See, those crosses don’t mean that something is wrong, it means love. That is why Jesus had to go through 

all of this. He didn’t do anything wrong, but because He loves you, me and everyone so much, He died in our 

place on the cross for our sins. But let us see what else is in my story box: 

Cross, (like the cross of Jesus) or a nail. The soldiers nailed Jesus to a cross just as he told his disciples they 

would do.  

Black paper – For 3 hours it became very dark and then Jesus died. 

C: Do you mean to tell me that the Jesus you are all talking about and that is the King is DEAD!? Do you pray to 

someone that has been dead for thousands of years? 

A: No, you must listen to the whole story first. 

White cloth – After Jesus died they took his body to a grave and wrapped his body in white cloths. 

A stone – The Romans rolled a big stone in front of the grave, because they heard the story that Jesus was 

going to rise again. They were scared that the disciples were going to steal the body of Jesus. They also put 
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guards in front of the grave so no one could get too close.  

B: What happened then? Did someone try to steal the body of Jesus? 

A: No, nobody even tried. But three days later Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to the grave, suddenly 

there was a big earthquake and the stone in front of the grave rolled away. An angel appeared and said to the 

women: “You must not be afraid. I know you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has been 

raised, just as he said. Come here and see the place where he was lying!”  

C: WOW! This is a fantastic story. But where do Easter eggs fit into the story? 

A: Nowhere at all! Easter eggs and chocolate bunnies have nothing to do with the death of Jesus. But when I look 

at an egg, I think of the life inside of a real egg – that part that must still become a real little chick. (Take out the 

two easter eggs from the box.) In future we can use the empty egg to think of the empty grave – there is nothing 

inside. Jesus rose from the dead and the grave is empty. The easter eggs with the white and yellow marshmallow 

inside makes us think of the new life that Jesus gives us by dying on the cross for our sins.  

Children reflect on the story: 

1. I wonder how you felt about the part of the story where Jesus died on the cross. 

2. I wonder how you felt about the part of the story where Jesus rose from death. 

3. I wonder which part of the story is your favourite part. 

 

 Working and Playing 

• Take an A4 paper and place all the highlights on the one side of the page and let the children draw the 

symbols (the things you placed in the box) next to it.  

• Print a sheet with the highlights and a sheet with pictures of the symbols on another page and let the 

children paste the correct picture in the description. 

• Crossword 

 

Closing prayer to end the session 

Everyone holds hands in a circle. The children repeat after the 

group leader: 

Thank you, Lord for the Bible before us, thank You for the friends 

beside us, and thank you for the love between us. Amen. 
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Jesus’ Suffering 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ACROSS 
3. After He died, Jesus' body was wrapped in cloths and laid down in a … 
5. Jesus said when we use this sign at communion, we must think of His body that was broken for 
us. 
7. We remember his suffering when they put this on his head. 
9. Jesus is not dead, He is… 
 
DOWN 
1. Jesus did this for our sins. 
2. Jesus had to die on this like an ordinary crook / criminal. 
4. At this time of year, we think of Jesus’ crucifixion. 
5. With Communion we look at the wine and think of Jesus' … that flowed for our sins. 
6. Jesus rode on this animal into Jerusalem. 
8. It was beaten through Jesus' hands and feet to tie Him to the cross. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




