
Session 1 
Peter’s Dream 
Children learn that God loves everyone equally 
 
Scripture: Acts 10: 1-13 

Supplies 

• Cut out loose pictures of clean and unclean foods; adhesive tape to stick a line on the floor; A3 size 

picture of clean food and another of unclean food; sweets covered with gold wrapping paper 

• Pieces of white cloth; yarn/fishing line or rope; white paper; colouring pencils  

• Sandbox and the following aids (the human figures can be made from toilet rolls or printed and glued to 

popsicle sticks) 

Cornelius / Angel / Peter / 3 men together / 2 buildings / Piece of white cloth with plastic animals in it 
or pictures of animals / A number of faces together to depict Cornelius' family 
 

 Welcome 

Each child gets a card with a type of food. They must now look for 2 other food cards and form a meal. (If a child 

has a picture of eggs, he/she can now pick a picture with bacon or toast/bread. Only 3 types of food can be 

added to make a meal. They can now show their meal to the group.) These cards will be used for the next activity 

too.  

Put up the A3 board with different foods against a wall or on the floor. Make a line in the middle of the room with 

the adhesive tape. Let the children stand on the side where their food picture fits in.   

Side of the gentiles: Today you play the role of the gentiles. Gentiles were the people who were not Jews. You 

are unclean. You are bad and are not allowed to mingle with the Jews. 

Side of the Jews: You play the role of the Jews. You are not allowed to be friends with the gentiles, because they 

are not Jews and unclean. You are not allowed to talk to them, eat with them or do ANYTHING with them. You 

are happy, because you may receive the Good News of Jesus, and they may not. (Give each child in the “Jewish 
group” a sweet wrapped in golden paper as a sign of the Good News). The other group has to sit down on their 

side.  

I wonder what God thinks when people talk about each other like this. 

I wonder what you want to happen here today. 

(Let the children decide together not to eat the sweets. We are going to first see what happened in the Bible 
story and then make a plan with these sweets.) 

In the Old Testament God gave the Jews rules about clean and unclean food. Unclean foods were the foods that 

would have made them sick in their time when they travelled through the desert. The rule was meant to protect 

them, but the Jews kept these rules even afterwards. With this rule people that ate unclean food were not even 

allowed in the temple to praise the Lord. They were not even allowed to come near a person that was clean. 

When anything was unclean no one was allowed to touch it, come close to it or eat it. You see, it was not just 

food that was clean or unclean, but also some groups of people. These included people that were sick. You were 

not even allowed to visit sick people in their homes.  

Clean: Someone or something that was clean, was allowed in the temple or to come close to anything of God and 

they were allowed to praise God. 

If something is clean, a person who was also clean could use it, eat it or touch it.  

There were people who believed that the Good News of Jesus was only for the Jews. You see, Jews thought 

they were clean and that everyone who is not a Jew, is a gentile and unclean. If they stayed with this idea, then 



you and I would’ve never known about Jesus today! That is why God stepped in and showed Peter, the leader of 

the congregation, that it doesn’t work that way.  

Did you know that God talks to us in different ways and sometimes He talks to us through a dream? The dream 

may sometimes be so clear that you don’t know if it is a dream or reality. We then call it a vision. God spoke to 

Peter through a vision. It felt to Peter like a dream, but he was awake. We are now going to praise the Lord and 

then find out what Peter saw.  

 Worship 

Settle down ritual:  

Prayer: The leader prays a line and then the children repeat it together: 

Thank you, Lord, for this day 

Thank you that the Bible tells me that You love me 

Thank you that You became human and showed me the way 

Help us to follow You... 

... as we followed our leader in this prayer. 

Amen 

 

Word 

(Use the sandbox and figurines to tell the story) 

In Caesarea there lived a Roman army officer named Cornelius, who was a captain of the Italian Army. He was a 

God-fearing man, as was everyone in his household. He gave generously to the poor and prayed regularly to 

God.  One afternoon about three o’clock, he had a vision in which he saw an angel of God coming toward him. 

“Cornelius!” the angel said. “Your prayers and charities have not gone unnoticed by God!  Now send some men to 

Joppa to find a man named Simon Peter, who is staying with Simon, the tanner, down by the shore, and ask him 

to come and visit you.” As soon as the angel was gone, Cornelius called two of his household servants and a 

godly soldier, one of his personal bodyguards, and told them what had happened and sent them off to Joppa. The 

next day as they were nearing the city, Peter went up on the flat roof of his house to pray. It was noon and he 

was hungry, but while lunch was being prepared, something happened - it was almost like a dream. He saw the 

sky open and a great canvas sheet, suspended by its four corners, settle to the ground. In the sheet were all 

sorts of animals, snakes, and birds forbidden to the Jews for food. Then a voice said to him, “Go kill and eat any 

of them you wish.” “Never, Lord,” Peter declared, “I have never in all my life eaten such creatures, for they are 

forbidden by our Jewish laws.” The voice spoke again, “Don’t contradict God! If he says something is clean, then 

it is.” The same vision was repeated three times. Then the sheet was pulled up again to heaven.  
Peter was very confused. What could the vision mean? What was he supposed to do? Just then the men sent by 

Cornelius had found the house and were standing outside at the gate, asking whether this was the place where 

Simon Peter lived! Meanwhile, as Peter was puzzling over the vision, the Holy Spirit said to him, “Three men have 

come to see you. Go down and meet them and go with them. All is well, I have sent them.” Peter invited them in 

and they stayed with him overnight. The next day he went with them, accompanied by some other believers from 

Joppa. They arrived in Caesarea the following day, and Cornelius was waiting for him and had called together his 

relatives and close friends to meet Peter. As Peter entered his home, Cornelius fell to the floor before him in 

worship. But Peter said, “Stand up! I’m not a god!” 

So, he got up, and they talked together for a while and then went in where the others were assembled. Peter told 

them, “You know it is against the Jewish laws for me to come into a Gentile home like this. But God has shown 

me in a vision that I should never think of anyone as inferior.” Cornelius told Peter that they were all together to 



hear what God wants to tell them. Then Peter replied, “I see very clearly that the Jews are not God’s only 

favourites! In every nation he has those who worship him and do good deeds and are acceptable to him.” He also 

told them about the Good News of Jesus, the Messiah, who is Lord of all creation. 

Even as Peter was saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those listening! The Jews who came with 

Peter were amazed that the gift of the Holy Spirit would be given to gentiles too! Then Peter said, “Surely no one 

can stand in the way of their being baptized with water. They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.” 

(Call all the “Gentiles” closer and give them each a sweet as well. This shows that EVERYONE is important to 
God!) 
 

Children reflect on the story: 

1. I wonder which part of the story stands out to you 

2. I wonder which people around you are treated differently, like they are unclean/bad 

3. I wonder what you can do for children who are always alone   

 

 Working 

Give children the opportunity to explore one of the possibilities mentioned: 

• Give each child a copy of the questionnaire 

• Give each child a white cloth with line attached to four corners and let them 

write the following in it “God does not think one person is more important than 

another”, with koki’s. Younger children can place one picture of unclean food and another of clean food 

inside their cloth. They can also draw it on their cloth.  

 

Closing prayer to end the session 

 

Give children a chance to bless each other or the leader can bless the children. Interaction is always good and 

fun!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cornelius 

1. What kind of work did Cornelius do? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Who came to him in Cornelius' dream? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Who did Peter see in his dream? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Does God love everyone equally? 

 
 

 

 

 

5. What did the people do after hearing and believing what Peter said? 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 

Unclean food 

Clean food 




