
Session 2 
Philip and the Ethiopian 
Children learn how to share Gods’ Word  

 
 
Scripture: Acts 8: 26 - 40 

Supplies 

• 3 balls of red wool (or any other colour) 

• The words/pictures of “ear” and “mouth” or you can just point to yours 

• 2 sticks 

• Worksheet with jumbled words 

• Copies of the pattern of the wagon and the characters  

• Scissors, glue, double sided tape (thick one with sponge) 

 Welcome 

We remember: In our last session we played a game where you were divided into two groups. Do you remember 

that the one group was “gentiles” and the other “Jews”? We learned that everyone is equally important to God. 

We also learned that everyone should have the right to hear the Good News of Jesus. Today’s game is meant for 

everyone! 

“Rope Gospel”: Use your 3 balls of wool. Three children stand in the middle with their backs to one another. The 

rest of the children stand in a circle around them. The children in the middle each hold onto the end of a ball of 

wool and then throw the ball of wool to one child in the outer circle. The person that catches the wool hooks it 

around one finger and then throws it to another person (you are not allowed to throw it to the person next to you 

or to the person you received it from). After everyone had a chance and has a piece of wool around their finger, 

they can throw the wool back to the three in the middle. Try this: let someone take a photo of your “rope 

gospel”. Someone could also lie on the floor and take a photo from below.  

“Telephone”: Let all the children stand in a circle. Tell the group that they must all try and whisper clearly. Now 

whisper in a person’s ear: “Today’s story is very special.” The message gets passed on by each child to the 

next. When the message reaches the last person, they can say it out loud and you will know if the message was 

passed on correctly.  

 

 Worship 

Settle down ritual:   

Prayer: The leader prays a line and then the children repeat it together: 

Thank you, Lord, for this day 

Thank you that the Bible tells me that You love me 

Thank you that You became human and showed me the way 

Help us to follow You... 

... as we followed our leader in this prayer. 

Amen 

 



Word 

Our first game started with only 3 children in the middle with the wool. If they did not obey the command to throw 

the ball of wool to the others, or if anyone else kept the wool to themselves, we would not have had this beautiful 

“rope gospel”.  

We are going to tell you today about Philip and the Ethiopian. They were two men who obeyed the Lord. They 

spread the gospel to others. After Jesus ascended into heaven, there were only a few people that knew. But 

because they obeyed God, everyone in the world got to hear the news.  

I need your help with the story, so you must listen very carefully. When I show you the picture of the EAR, you 

must just listen. But when you see the MOUTH, you must repeat the sentence that I said. Let’s practise this 

once. EAR: One day there was a man by the name of Philip. MOUTH: He was a child of God. (Children repeat this 

sentence). 

The first church grew very quickly and the disciples, who were called apostles now, could not keep up doing 

everything Jesus asked them. Philip was one of 7 men who were appointed to help the apostles to do this good 

work, especially hand out food and care for the widows. Philip went to Samaria to tell everyone of the Good 

News. One day when Philip was back in Jerusalem, he got an assignment.  

 

Philip and the Ethiopian 

Ear: An angel of the Lord said to Philip: 

Mouth: “Go to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 

Ear: It was a quiet road; very few people used this road. 

Mouth: Philip went there immediately. 

Ear: When Philip arrived, he saw a man from Africa riding on a wagon. 

Mouth: This man had an important job. 

Ear: He had to look after the money of the queen of Ethiopia, and he had to pay all her accounts.  

Mouth: He was in Jerusalem to pray to God. 

Ear: He was now on his way back to his country. He was reading the Bible. The Holy Spirit told Philip. 

Mouth: “Go and walk next to that wagon”. 

Ear: Philip went there. He heard the man reading from his Bible. Philip asked him: 

Mouth: “Do you understand what you are reading?” 

Ear: The man then answered: “How can I, unless someone explains it to me?” So, he invited Philip to come up 

and sit with him. His Bible was open at the book of Isaiah, so Philip started to explain from there about Jesus.  

Mouth: He told the man what Jesus did! 

Ear: As they travelled along the road, they came to some water and the man said to Philip: 

Mouth: “Look, here is water. I believe in Jesus, and I want to be his friend. Baptize me here.” 

Ear: And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the man went down into the water and Philip 

baptized him. 

Mouth: The man was delighted to be a child of Jesus now! 

Ear: He went further with his wagon to the country of Ethiopia. There he told everyone about Jesus and many 

people started to believe. 

 

Children reflect on the story: 

1. I wonder which part of the story stands out to you 

2. I wonder which part do you think is the most important part 

3. I wonder who you would like to be in this story 

4. I wonder who you can share the Good News with 

 

 



 Working 

• Play the “rope gospel” game again, but before you throw the ball of wool, say: “(person’s name) I give 

the Good News.” 

Give children the opportunity to choose one of the following possibilities and spend creative time on it 

• Scroll with jumbled words: Let the children decipher the words. Now stick the paper to two sticks to form 

a scroll.  

• Make the 3D picture of Philip and the Ethiopian.  

 

Closing prayer to end the session  

(Everyone holds hands in a circle; the children repeat after the presenter.) 

Thank you, Lord, for the Bible before us. Thank you, Lord, for the friends next to us.; Thank you, Lord, for the 

love between us. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philip and the Ethiopian 

 

P H I I P L 

B I E B L  

H L O Y    G S H T O 

H I S   C H N E L D R I 

G D O O   S E W N 



Philip and the Ethiopian 3D picture (source: JWL resources) 
Cut out all the pieces, stick double-sided tape on the back of the characters 

Paste the characters on the background.  

The scroll is formed by folding on the dotted lines. This will elevate the written  

passage. Roll up the long ends by rolling them around a brush or pencil.  
Stick hands directly on the scroll. Paste the scroll on top of the characters  

as in the example. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.jesus-without-language.net/philip-ethiopian-acts-8-make-2/



