
Session 3 
Persecution of the church 
Children hear about the first evangelists and discover that God turned some bad things into good 

things because no one can interfere with his plans.  

 
Scripture: John 16: 32-33; 2 Cor 4:8-9 

Supplies 

• Balloon 

• Pipe cleaners (preferably red) 

• Water 

• Extra large copy of the world map on newspaper (you can draw the outlines on a big piece of paper) and 2 

plasters 

• John 16:32 - 33; 2 Cor 4:8- 9 (print the words and laminate if possible) 

• Seeds 

• Paper cups 

• “Candle” craft supplies for each child: washing peg, white and green cardboard, red paper 

• Copies of the paper with the words: “I will spread the good news!”  

• Stapler 

 Welcome 

Cat and Mouse: The group stands in a circle holding hands. One of the children is the mouse inside the circle and 

another child is the cat, outside the circle. The cat must try to catch the mouse. The group must try and keep 

the cat outside the circle and away from the mouse. If the cat enters the circle, the group must let the mouse 

escape by holding their arms (still joined at hands) up high. As soon as the cat catches the mouse, the mouse 

becomes the cat and you choose a new mouse for the next round.   

Third man/Elbow tag: The group stands 2-2 next to each other with their arms hooked at the elbows. Choose 

one person to be “it” and another child to be chased. The child being chased can hook onto any pair. The person 

on the other side then has to run and join another pair before being caught.   

Option for younger children: Call out a number and let the children must form groups of the number being called 

out. Call out any number again and let them form new groups. The children who are left after each round, are out. 

(The aim of these games is to let children experience pressure.) 

  

 Worship 

Settle down ritual:  

Prayer: The leader prays a line and then the children repeat it together: 

Thank you, Lord, for this day 

Thank you that the Bible tells me that You love me 

Thank you that You became human and showed me the way 

Help us to follow You... 

... as we followed our leader in this prayer. 

Amen 



Word 

(Put the newspaper world map on the floor and place the deflated balloon more or less on the spot where Israel 
is.) 

In the last session we learned about Philip and how he obeyed the Holy Spirt’s assignment. The message of the 

Good News was spread all the way to Ethiopia. (Use a red pipe-cleaner as a line between Israel and Ethiopia). 

But there was a big problem (Take a koki and draw a big exclamation mark.) 

Everyone was not so happy to hear this Good News. For some people this Good News was really “VERY BAD 

NEWS”! (Draw a smiley and an upside-down smiley.) There were people who believed it was sinful to have any 

other religion besides their own. There were people who believed that if the Christians became too many, their 

army would take over the country. There were people that were very jealous of Christians. These people made 

plans to harm the Christians, and the Christians were under big pressure. (Take the balloon and start to fill it with 
water, make a knot and lift it above your head while you continue with the story.) 
So, everywhere the Christians went, there were people watching them. These people wanted to chase them out 

of their country, and even wanted to catch them and kill them. (Throw the balloon down on the map so that it 
bursts.) 

How do you think the Christians felt? This was not just one war or only for one day. Over a long period of time 

the followers of Jesus were persecuted. Persecute means that you don’t feel safe anywhere, it feels like 

someone is watching you all the time and wants to catch you around every corner. You always check if you have 

done something wrong in their eyes. It became so bad that one day the Romans took over the entire Israel. All 

the Jews had to leave their own country. We call this the “Diaspora”. 

Diaspora: For the Jews today this word “Diaspora” stil has a sad meaning. It reminds them of the time they were 

forced out of their home country Israel, and they were spread all over the world. The word means to be 

“scattered”, “spread” and “sown”. There is at least also a good meaning to the word. When we put seeds in the 

ground, they also spread and bring new life.  

Show me, up to where did the water splash on the paper? Do you think the water would have spread this far if it 

stayed inside the balloon? People meant this as a bad thing, but God turned it around and used it for good. (Point 
to the smiley and upside-down smiley.) 

I wonder if the Christians started wondering if their faith was wrong. So many bad things were happening to them. 

Do you think you would have started wondering? I wonder why more and more people started to believe. 

Trouble was not news to the Christians. While Jesus was still alive, He warned the disciples with the following 

words from John 16:32 and 33 (Read it. Place the laminated text on the wet map and let the children read it 
again). “A time is coming and in fact has come when you will be scattered, each to your own home. You will leave 

me all alone. Yet I am not alone, for my Father is with me. I have told you these things, so that in me you may 

have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 

In 2 Cor. 4: 8 – 9 we also read what the first missionaries wrote: (Place these printed words also on the map. Let 
the children read this with you.) “We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in 

despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.” 

(Stick a plaster where Syria is.) This type of Diaspora, where people had to leave their country because of war, 

still happens today. Millions of people had to leave Syria and now stay in tented towns in other countries. Some 

are Christians and others not. People even flee to South Africa when there is trouble in their countries. It gives 

us the opportunity to spread the Good News to them. 

I wonder if you know someone that had to flee to your town from another country. (Stick a plaster on South 
Africa on the wet map.) 



 

 Working 

• Plant seeds in a paper cup and stick a Bible verse to the cup. Let the children take it home and take care 

of it. (Just as the seeds must first die to sprout and start a new life, we must die in ourself for God to 

use us.) 

• Make a paper candle and take it home. Tell the children to put it in their room and every day before they 

leave, they must say: “Lord, use me today as a light to shine. Show me how to help someone.” 

• “I will spread the good news!” This is a dedication chain. Each child gets a piece of paper with the words 

on it. They staple it around the next person’s paper to form a long chain. They can sign their name to it 

as a promise to go and spread the good news! 

• “Go to the world”: Use pipe cleaners to form a fish.  

• Think of a person in our town that comes from another country. Now write them a letter and tell them 

that Jesus loves them very much.  

 

Walking out ritual: 

(First explain the story behind the fish.)  
Requirements: A couple of sandboxes or trays with flour or maize flour 

 

Fish: The story goes that the early Christians communicated to each other in a secret way. They could not trust 

everyone, so they had secret meeting places. One of the ways to make sure that the other person was a 

Christian, was to draw an arc in the sand. If the other person was really a Christian, they also drew an arc, with 

the ends crossing. This shape looked like a fish. We are going to do the same.  

 

Children can stand on either side of the trays. That way 2 get a chance to be at the tray at the same time. 

Children now have the opportunity to draw an arc with their finger in the sand/flour as a sign that they will go out 

and tell others the Good News. The child on the opposite side then draws the second arc (one end crossing) to 

form the fish. They wipe the fish out together and walk out.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make the base of the candle by folding 2 strips of red paper like a  

concertina. Cut out a green circle to mount the candle on the washing 

peg.. Draw and cut out the flame. Stick it on top of the candle. 

 

Bend pipe cleaners in the shape of a fish as shown above. 
 

I will share the Good News! 



 




