
Session 5 
Paul and his journeys: Part 2 
Children learn how Paul shared the Word of God 

 
Scripture: Acts 16 – 28 

Supplies 

• Copies of the shells 

• Copies of the jail picture / A5 sized board for each child 

• Skewer for each child  

• Glue 

• PowerPoint (Available on our website) 

 Welcome 

Game: “Paul, Silas and the guards” (like Cat and Mouse) 

Pick children to be the following characters: Paul, Silas and 2 guards. The rest of the children form a circle and 

hold hands. Paul and Silas must now try and get away from the two guards. If they are inside the circle, then the 

kids must keep the guards out by not lifting their arms. If they need to get out, they must lift their arms up. Once 

the guards catch Paul and Silas, you can pick four new children to play the game.  

 

 Worship 

Settle down ritual:  

Prayer: The leader prays a line and then the children repeat it together: 

Thank you, Lord, for this day 

Thank you that the Bible tells me that You love me 

Thank you that You became human and showed me the way 

Help us to follow You... 

... as we followed our leader in this prayer. 

Amen 

 

Word 

Paul was on fire to share the Good News. He had to flee for his life many times because he was not welcome 

everywhere. But that did not stop him from sharing the message. In our last session we learned about his 

conversion and his first journey. Today we are going to continue with his story.  

The story of Paul and his journeys (part 2) – use the PowerPoint 

Silas went with Paul on his second journey. They traveled through the area of Phrygia and Galatia. Then coming 

to the borders of Mysia, they headed north for the province of Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them 

to go there. So instead, they went on through Mysia to the seaport of Troas. 



That night Paul had a vision: A man from Macedonia in northern Greece was standing there, pleading with him, 

“Come over to Macedonia and help us!” So they decided to leave for Macedonia at once, having concluded that 

God was calling them to preach the Good News there. 

They boarded a boat at Troas and sailed straight across to the island of Samothrace, and the next day they 

landed at Neapolis. From there they reached Philippi, a major city of that district. They stayed there several days. 

On the Sabbath they went a little way outside the city to a riverbank, where they thought people would be 

meeting for prayer, and sat down to speak with some women who had gathered there. One of them was Lydia 

from Thyatira, a merchant of expensive purple cloth, who worshiped God. About 4000 shells were needed to 

colour a small piece of cloth purple. The shells could only be found in that part of the ocean. As Lydia listened to 

them, the Lord opened her heart, and she accepted what Paul was saying. She and her household were baptized, 

and she asked them to be her guests. “If you agree that I am a true believer in the Lord,” she said, “come and 

stay at my home.”  

Paul and Silas kept on telling people about Jesus; Jesus helped them to free a girl from an evil spirit. Her owners 

were mad, because now she could no longer bring in money for them with her fortune telling. Paul and Silas were 

beaten and thrown into jail. There they kept on encouraging one another not to get disheartened. They praised 

the Lord right through the night with songs. The other prisoners could not understand how they could keep on 

praising God while they were in jail. 

Their friends kept on praying for them. A big earthquake opened all the doors of the prison one night. The prison 

guards were very scared. If all the prisoners escaped, they would be in big trouble. But Paul and Silas did not run 

away. The prison guards were very relieved. “We did not run away, because we know God is with us and Jesus is 

the Son of God,” they told the prison guards.  

The guard then said: “Tell me about Jesus.” Paul and Silas told him everything about Jesus. “If you believe that 

Jesus is the Son of God, you can also be his child,” they told him. “I believe,” the prison guard said. He went to 

tell his entire family what had happened. They also went to listen to Paul and Silas, they also started to believe in 

Jesus, and they were baptized.  

The next day the city’s leaders said that Paul and Silas could be released. They went to greet all their Christian-

friends at Lydia’s house before leaving town. Paul experienced a lot of things on his journeys. In Corinth he met 

Aquila and his wife Priscilla. They were also tentmakers like Paul. Paul stayed a while with them. They were 

devoted Christians. He taught them how to make tents and how to tell others about God.  

Silas and Timothy joined him later in Corinth. The three of them travelled together further. Paul still had a lot of 

adventures in his life. He went on a third journey where he visited congregations. In Ephesus there was a 

silversmith, Demetrius, who got very mad at Paul. He made models of the goddess Artemis, but now that people 

started to believe in God, they didn’t want to buy any of his models. The entire city was upset. The believers told 

Paul not to speak to the people that are upset, but to rather just stay with them. Paul only stayed for a while and 

then he took up his journey again.  

Paul and a few friends arrived in Troas. Many Christians gathered to hear what Paul wanted to teach them. They 

filled a room on the third floor of a house. Eutychus was a young man who also wanted to hear what Paul said. He 

sat on the windowsill. Paul kept on talking and Eutychus got sleepier and sleepier until he fell asleep - and then 

he fell out the window! He was dead. But Paul went down and hugged him. “Don’t worry, he is still alive!” Paul 

said. Everyone was very happy to see that Eutychus was still alive. Paul and his friends went away from Troas 

and went to the elders of Ephesus to give a farewell speech. Then they sailed further past the islands and 

stopped in Caesarea. The third journey ended in Jerusalem.  

A prophet named Agabus arrived from Judea. He came to Paul and warned him that the Jews in Jerusalem would 

capture him. Everyone begged Paul not to go to Jerusalem. But Paul told them that he would do anything for God.  

In Jerusalem there was a lot of trouble and Paul was falsely accused and thrown into jail. The next day about 40 

Jews gathered. They made secret plans to kill Paul. They thought that God approved of their plan and decided 

not to eat or drink anything until Paul was dead. They went to the Jewish leaders at the temple and told the 

leaders of their plans. “Now then, you and the Council send word to the Roman commander to bring Paul down to 



you, pretending that you want to get more accurate information about him. But we will be ready to kill him before 

he ever gets here.” 

But the son of Paul’s sister heard about the plot; so, he went to the fort and told Paul. The commander of the 

prison believed the boy and planned to take Paul overnight from the one prison to the other. He got 200 soldiers, 

70 horsemen and 200 spearmen to take Paul safely to Caesarea. Paul had to explain to the governor Felix why he 

was brought there as a prisoner, and he was kept in prison for 2 years.  

A new governor, Festus, arrived. Paul told him that he had done nothing wrong. Paul then got shipped to Rome. 

On the journey there they had a great experience. Paul had to travel on the ship with other prisoners and a lot of 

guards. On their way there was a very bad storm that lasted 14 days. While Paul was praying, an angel appeared 

and told him that they will be saved. Nobody wanted to eat while they were in this storm. Paul encouraged them 

to eat, so that they could be strong went they got rescued the next day.  

Everyone helped to throw all the unnecessary things overboard. By the next morning they were closer to the 

shore. But then the ship broke into pieces. They could all swim to shore or hold on to pieces of driftwood and 

reach the shore. They were all saved! 

They were all safely ashore on the island called Malta. It was cold, and everyone gathered wood to make a fire. A 

poisonous snake bit Paul as he was getting wood. Paul shook the snake into the fire and prayed that God would 

protect him from the poison. When the people saw that he did not die, everyone thought that Paul was a god. He 

used this to explain to them about the one true God. Paul also healed the island chief’s dad, and others that 

needed healing. After 3 months on the island, they could sail to Rome again.  

Paul was in prison for another 2 years in Rome. He was allowed to stay in his own house, but Roman guards 

looked after him the entire time. Even though Paul was a prisoner, he still encouraged and preached to a lot of 

people through letters that he wrote to congregations and individuals. Paul died in Rome. It was a very sad day 

because they killed him for believing in Jesus. He was a true example of how a child of God obeyed God and was 

true to his calling right to the end of his life.  

Children reflect on the story: 

1. I wonder which one of Paul’s adventures was the best for you 

2. I wonder how you would feel if you experienced these adventures with Paul 

3. I wonder how God feels about Paul and everything he did 

4. I wonder in which ways can you also live like Paul  

 

 Working 

• Use the shell picture. Children write Lydia’s name on the front of the shell. The scripture from Acts 

16:14 – 15a is inside the shell. (A certain type of shell was used to colour cloth purple; it was very special 

and expensive in Lydia’s time.) 

• Jail pictures: Every child needs an A5 size card. Fold it in half. Draw a face on the one side and vertical 

stripes on the other side. Glue a skewer to the back of the card so that half of the skewer still shows 

below the card. (Or use the template and then fold the page in half. Glue the sides of the paper together 

once the skewer is inside.) Show the children how they can rub the skewer between their hands so that 

the picture moves to and fro quickly. It should look like the face is behind bars. 

 

Closing prayer to end the session 

(Everyone holds hands in a circle; the children repeat after the presenter.) 

Thank you, Lord, for the Bible before us. Thank you, Lord, for the friends next to us.; Thank you, Lord, for the 

love between us. Amen 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 




